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TO THE CONGREGATION OF THE FREE CHURCH, 

old aberdeen. 

Dear Friends, 

This Memorial of your late beloved pastor 
I have undertaken to write in response to a wide- 
spread desire for it, expressed by you. To you, and 
to all lie has left to mourn his loss, he has given a 
precious legacy in his remarkable deathbed testi-- 
mony. His death, however, was but the fitting close 
of his holy and devoted life. For many years he 
could say with the Apostle John, "We have known 
and believed the love that God hath to us". He had 
deeply tasted that love. Those who knew him 
most intimately can testify that the most marked 
characteristic of his personal religion was ardent 
love to Christ. This was especially true of the last 
years of his life, when he was ripening for heaven. 
It will be one object of this memorial to shew that 
it is a loving and a holy life which ensures a blessed 
death. 

During his last days, you, his beloved people, 
were much upon his heart, and he was frequently 
heard, in his conscious hours, praying for you. The 
records of those last days, therefore, bring with 
them to yon all the solemnity of his last message. 

There is a touching suitability in my being the 
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medium of putting this memoria.1 into your hands. 
I only mention : — My near relationship to him, and 
our close and affectionate intimacy for thirty-four 
years ; my frequent meetings with you in the way 
of ministerial service, always most happily rendered; 
and above all, the dying wish of my dear brother 
that I, aloDg with his much-loved friend Dr. Smith, 
should preach to you on the Sabbathafter his funeral, 
which, besides being providentially hindered from 
doing, I could not have done, as the wound was too 
deep and too painful at the time for such an effort. 
I heartily now, however, avail myself of this other 
plan of fulfilling what he so kindly designed for 
me. 

Before depicting these last days, it will be inte- 
resting to you that T make some reference to his 
previous life. It will thus be seen how his Godli- 
ness led up to his triumphant departure. 

My narrative will be as much as possible in 
your lamented minister's own words. 

May the blessing of the Lord go with these re- 
membrances of a brother beloved. May he by 
them, though dead, speak to you. May you all be 
stirred by these records to put in practice loving 
counsels given to you from the pulpit, and from 
house to house, by him whose loss we mourn. 

A. I. 

February^ 1878. 



MEMORIAL OF REV. THOMAS GARDINER. 



Chapter L 
EAELY YEARS. 



" Grant me, my One and All, 
Sweet union here with Thee : 
Riches and pleasures are as nought, 
But Thou mine all shall be. " 

Thomas Gardiner was bom in Edinburgh on 6th July, 
1825. He had the unspeakable benefit of being 
brought up under a godly influence, both in his home 
and Church connection. His father was for many 
years an elder in St. Luke's Church, in the days when 
Mr. William Bums, Mr. M^Cheyne of Dundee, Mr. 
Andrew Bonar of CoUace, Mr. Milne of Perth, Mr. 
Somerville of Glasgow, and other ministers of the same 
stamp frequently assisted Mr. Moody-Stuart. His 
mother was one who, with great natural attractiveness, 
combined with much grace, was much beloved in the 
circle in which she moved, and was often looked to for 
sympathy and advice. In the case of both parents a 
very abundant entrance was ministered into the ever- 
lasting Kingdom. His aged father passed away about 
the beginning of the same year which has seen his son 
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also removed, with the light and grace of Heaven in 
his soul. When those who were around his bed 
thought they would hear him speak no more, they were 
astonished to hear him say with a clear voice, " My be- 
loved is mine, and I am his ". His last words were, 
" He is unchangeably faithful ". There cannot be a 
doubt that the abundant grace bestowed upon their son 
was owing in large measure to the prayers and influ- 
ence of his godly parents. 

It will help to shew the nature of the spiritual influ- 
ence which surrounded the boyhood of Mr. Gardiner, 
if there be inserted here part of a letter left by his 
mother for her children, and found in her desk after 
her decease, and which was again brought to light after 
his death, having been carefully preserved by him. It 
is addressed to " My very dear and much loved chil- 
dren," who are then named : — " By the time this comes 
into your hands your mother will have left this world, 
and entered that eternal world where there is no 
change. Oh, solemn thought ! It is only the belief 
that our blessed Saviour is there, and that for His sake 
we will be received into that happy place where sorrow 
and change is unknown, that can sustain us here." 
After some allusions to herself, she says — " My dear, 
dear children, I would entreat you for the last time, 
that you would each one for yourself seek, more than 
ever, to know that your soul is truly resting in Christ's 
finished work. I hava at different periods had reason 
to hope that each of you has individually come to 
Christ, and known something of His marvellous love, 



but it is little we can really know in this imperfect 
stat-e. I have no reason to doubt your sincerity, but 
still I take this last opportunity to entreat each of you 
to see that your calling and election are indeed sure. 
It is good to be often coming anew to the foot of the 
cross, and giving ourselves again to Him who never 
tires of our often coming. The value of your precious 
soul is far more than ten thousand worlds. . . . 
I therefore entreat you to come anew to Christ, even 
though you think you are already resting on Him, and 
renew your covenant engagement. . . . Do seek 
grace and wisdom for every day and every duty ; rest 
in His love ; trust in His faithful promises ; prove His 
love by coming to Him at all times in all straits, and 
you will know experimentally that His love never fails." 
After more earnest exhortation in the same strain, the 
letter concludes with touching thanks for the love and 
kindness she had received at her children's hands, and 
counsels as to their duty to one another, and to their 
father, should he survive her. 

These hallowed home influences powerfully impressed 
Mr. Gardiner in his boyhood. In after life he often 
spoke of the singular piety of his parents. He used to 
say with solemn tenderness, ** I remember well the 
sound of my father's voice in prayer, coming through 
the walls of his bedroom." In recounting these times 
he would tell of his recollection of Mr. M'Cheyne's 
visits to the house, and of his placing his hand on his 
head and blessing him. The name of one dear hon- 
oured man of God — William Bums — he could scarcely 



ever mention without a tear. Of the time and circum- 
stances of his conversion there is no record remaining, 
but his sisters well remember that it took place in hi^. 
early youth, under the genial influences now described. 
One of them knows from himself that his mother's 
earnest prayers, with him as well as for him, and her 
urgent appeals, were chief means of his awakening and 
coming to the Saviour. There can be no doubt, how- 
ever, also, that the preaching of Mr. Burns, and his in- 
tercourse with him, was a great means of spiritual 
blessing at an early age. Latterly he told members of 
his own family that he owed more to him than to any 
other man, and that he had been greatly benefited by 
conversations with him when they had walks together 
in the neighbourhood of Edinburgh. He must have 
been about 16 years of age when his mind was brought 
under the saving influence of the truth. It is in- 
teresting to know that, in his usual decisive way, he 
very soon gave indications that he had chosen the 
Lord to be his God, and that not only was he not 
ashamed of his choice but gloried in it. Before he was 
17, Mr. Burns, who was then in the zenith of his vigour 
and usefulness, in the year 1842, made a great effort to 
arouse the people of Edinburgh to the evils of Sabbath 
travelling, in connection with the running of trains on 
the Edinburgh and Glasgow Eailway, on the Lord's 
Day, then begun, and a new thing in the land. One 
part of • his work was to preach in the way of warning 
in the open air at the Haymarket Station, on the 
Sabbath, at seven o'clock in the morning, where crowds 



assembled to hear him.* Thomas Gardiner was there his 
regular attendant, partly to help to keep wild boys from 
disturbing the preacher, and so doing what he could 
to strengthen the effort thus made. This was a decided 
course to take. He never forgot what he owed to his 
friend and teacher. Many are the gems that will sparkle 
in the crown of this dear honoured servant of the Lord 
throughout the eternal ages, and we love to think that 
his kindly care of this young disciple will have its rich 
reward. It is impossible to say how much his most 
zealous work told on the mental activity and spiritual 
devotion of the Lord's young servant, at the very time 
when influences were most easily received, and most 
likely to prove lasting. 

There is little to note regarding the education of his 
early years. At school it was remarked of him that 
what he had acquired he could with great ease and 
fluency communicate to others. In this there was the 
promise of after years. He was destined at first for com- 
mercial life, and, with this in view, he spent a short 
time in a mercantile house in Glasgow. We remember, 
only a few years ago, with what interest he told of his 
having purchased a book then just published, " Days 
in Kirkfield," being sermons preached in the chapel of 
that name by Mr. Jonathan Anderson, where he had 
worshipped with him at that long past time. 

There comes now a period in his history of great in- 
terest — the dedication of his life to the Lord for the work 

See Memoir of Rev, W, C Burns, pp. 230, 234. 



of the ministry. This is to be traced to two potent causes. 
The one may be drawn from what has been already 
brought out as to the gradual ripening of his mind in 
Divine things. It is not to be wondered at that under 
such influences and impressions as we have described, 
a ministerial life became more attractive to him than a 
mercantile. All his surroundings also led to this. The 
other power which drew him in this direction was the 
fascination which the Disruption of the Church of 
Scotland exerted over his mind. He was himself a 
witness of that great event. On the morning of 
the 18th of May, 1843, as he was taking his usual 
early walk, when passing St. Andrew's Church, 
before seven o'clock, he saw a crowd already wait- 
ing its opening. Characteristically he forced his way 
in, and got a seat in the gallery, where he waited 
till one o'clock. He beheld that ever memorable 
exodus, so often described, when 400 of the best minis- 
ters Scotland, or almost any Church, ever possessed, 
at the call of conscience threw up their worldly endow- 
ments and went forth poor for Christ's sake, but rich 
in all that sacrifice for the noblest cause could render 
them. He waited to see the effect which this most re- 
markable sight had on the ministers who remained, 
which he used afterwards graphically to depict, and 
then he too departed to join the evangelical band who 
with a pure conscience and a holy zeal went forth to 
build up the walls of the National Zion disestablished, 
and to commence a new career in the history of the 
Church of Scotland, which should be distinguished by 
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the Lord's favour and by great blessings to the country. 
This whole event powerfully affected Thomas Gardiner. 
It can easily be conceived how, with his previous 
predilections, amidst the stirring ecclesiastical and reli- 
gious features of the time in Edinburgh, his young 
spirit should have .been stirred to enthusiasm, and the 
thought have taken possession of him that he too might 
have some part to act in the future history of the 
events thus begun. He was thus fired with the desire 
for a useful course in the gospel ministry. There 
is no doubt that ardent love to the Lord and to 
the cause of the gospel, led him on ; and there 
was also this other element tending to this decision 
not to be overlooked, — his enthusiastic admiration 
for men who are great and good. His love and rever- 
ence for the men of the Disruption was intense. 
Though only a youth at the time, yet, from, his close 
contact with many of them, and from 'hearing them so 
often in the Church Courts and other assemblies, he 
knew them well, and could describe their characteris- 
tics with graphic and felicitous power. To the last none 
could speak more enthusiastically than he of Chalmers, 
and Candlish, and Cunningham, and Guthrie, and Bruce, 
of MacgiU Crichton, and Dunlop, and Sheriff Spiera, 
and Erie Monteith. The cause in which those men 
were engaged had for hitn wonderful attractions, and 
it was his great joy to devote his life to the sama In 
the following November, therefore, with the entire 
approval, and indeed greatly to the delight of his 
parents, he enrolled himself as a student in the Uni- 



verity of Edinburgh, with a view to the ministry of the 
Free Church. 

In taking this step he was not alone at the same 
period. Those events, and the revival of religion 
throughout the country to which they led, in the sum- 
mer and autumn of 1843, had a thrilling effect especi- 
ally over the younger minds of all classes of the people. 
'None felt this more than many of the young men in all 
parts of the land, and a host began (many of them 
already engaged in other occupations) that memorable 
summer to prepare for student life. The writer was one 
of them, and he, along with many more similarly 
affected, entered that year the University of Edinburgh. 
It was then we made the acquaintance of Mr. Gardiner, 
which soon ripened into an intimacy, with mutual affec- 
tion, which to the very last never cooled. One dwells 
with interest and delight on the events of those student 
days, and on the friends and companions of those times, 
and especially are they recalled when those who took 
part in them meet, it may be after long absence from 
each other. They \ were days and years of much la- 
borious work, but they were bright with the hopeful- 
ness of youth and the cheering intercourse of buoyant 
minds. 

Mr. Gardiner passed creditably through the Univer- 
sity and Free Church Divinity HalL He laid up for 
himself very solid acquirements, that fitted him for his 
future usefulness. Proof of this is to be found in the 
fact that towards the end of his course, when there was 
a vacancy in one of the Masterships of the Edinburgh 



Academy, he filled the post temporarily with much 
credit to himself and to the satisfaction of all con- 
cerned. Dr. Candlish, a most excellent judge, went 
more than once to hear him teach, and spoke eulo- 
gistically of his success. During all his preparatory 
course there was another education being carried 
on which told powerfully on his mind — we mean the 
knowledge he was gaining of men and things by his 
experience in the world. Of keen observation, and very 
impressible, he was open to the influences which sur- 
rounded him ; and if he was sometimes sufficiently hasty 
in forming his opinions, he could always overwhelm 
you with reasons for the views he entertained. If he 
had to change them, this was done frankly and with 
candour. His knowledge was extensive, and his judg- 
ment early matured. 

Of all his Professors, none exerted so powerful an in- 
fluence over him as the late Principal Cunningham. 
We can well remember how he joined one of his classes 
with prejudices in favour of some other views than those 
the learned Professor propounded, and which were at 
the time a subject of frequent debate between us. 
ISTor can we forget the satisfaction we had when, under 
the crushing weight of fact and argument so pon- 
derously and yet so clearly brought to bear on the 
points in dispute, his mind fairly opened to the rights 
of the case, never again to be obscured. It is needless 
to say that the Principal was held by him in the highest 
admiration and estimation. Even in those last years, 
and in reference to present controversies, he has often 
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been heard to cry, " Oh for one hour of William Cun- 
ningham ! " 

During all this period of his history the spiritual 
element was not poweriess in moulding his character. 
He kept up a close walk with God amidst his endless 
and diversified labours. Morning time — he was all 
along an eariy riser — given to devotion helped this 
greatly. It is indicative of the spiritual atmosphere in 
which he moved that before the commencement of the 
session in which he entered College, his parents had 
thrown open a room in their house for a fellowship 
prayer meeting of young men — ^almost entirely students 
— on the Saturday evenings. This meeting, attended by 
from 12 to 15, was continued for some years, and there 
are many who look back to that room as a hallowed 
spot, where they met with God as well as with one an- 
other, and where much Divine strength was given. 
Direct efforts for the extension of the Kingdom of the 
Lord were also engaged in. The first occasion on 
which he conducted a regular Sabbath service was in 
a mission of our own, towards the end of his College 
course, in Fountain Bridge, when his address was on 
the prayer of Jabez. We remember being heartily 
pleased at the commendations bestowed on it by Dr. 
Candlish on the report of one of his most trustworthy 
elders, Mr. Dunlop, who had heard it with much interest. 

Thus those student years were at length completed, 
and Mr. Gardiner, in the year 1851, was licensed to 
preach the gospel by the Free Church Presbytery of 
Edinburgh. 



Chapter IT. 
INDIAN WOEK 



'*0h, that the whole wide world were learning, 

That with His blood the debt He paid ! 
Oh, that to Him all hearts returning, 

From His dear arms no longer strayed ; 

And that each one the joy could see. 

Of resting, Saviour, close to Thee ! " 

Two years of Mr. Gardiner's life were spent as a Pro- 
bationer. He laboured in different parts of the country 
— in Airth on the banks of the Forth, in Methlic, and 
in one of the largest congregations in Aberdeen, whose 
Minister was laid aside. More than one charge sought 
his permanent services, and he was actually elected to 
the pastorate of a Free Church on Deeside. But during 
this period of his life his desire for the Foreign Mission 
field was gradually growing in strength, and this cul- 
minated in the offer of his services to the Free Church 
Foreign Missions' Committee for work in India. To 
this he was greatly led by the impressions produced on 
his mind by the fervent appeals he had heard from the 
honoured Dr. Duff, for both men and means to carry 
on the work of India's Evangelisation. He responded 
heartily to these calls, and intended nothing else, but 
that his life work should be devoted to the great busi- 
ness of Foreign Missions. His offer was cordially 



accepted by the Committee. He was ordained to the 
ministry, by the Free Church Presbytery of Edin- 
burgh, in April, 1853, the Eev. Sir Henry W. Moncrieff, 
Bart, conducting the services ; and on the same day, in 
the house of her uncle, Mr. D. 0. Hill, ILS.A., he was 
married to Miss Sarah Watson, daughter of David 
Watson, Esquire, Surgeon in the Eoyal Navy ; and the 
same month they sailed for Calcutta. Soon after arriv- 
ing there he began his arduous labours. His main 
work was in the Institution, or great School for the 
education of the native youth of Bengal, having chiefly 
in view their conversion to God; and thus their training 
for the work of propagating the gospel among their own 
countrymen. But he took a large share in other Mission 
work, and also in efforts outside his particular mission 
sphere, in conjunction with the christian people of 
Calcutta, for the spiritual welfare of the inhabitants. 

Among Mr. Gardiner's coadjutors were Dr. Ewart, 
for whom he had a deep affection, and with whom he 
was so much at one ; The Venerable Dr. Duff, within 
so short a time after Mr. Gkirdiner taken to his rest, 
and Dr. Thomas Smith, whom he always regarded with 
the confidence of a brother greatly beloved. For these 
true yoke- fellows, to the last he entertained the warmest 
affection and the highest esteem. 

The teaching in the Institution was, from his experi- 
ence in Edinburgh, no new work for him, and very 
congenial His enthusiasm and energy in teaching were 
natural to him, and were very fully developed among 
the intelligent youths of Bengal, who crowded this 
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great SchooL It is particularly to be observed, how- 
ever, that he never forgot the main end of all the edu- 
cation he was so intently giving. Dr. Smith says : 
" His whole teaching was an evangelical and evangelistic 
ministry. And it was not without fruit Of the con- 
verts of the mission a considerable proportion received 
their first impressions from his expositions of christian 
truth in his class, and were moved by his loving exhor- 
tations to choose the good part. Those that were thus 
converted by his instrumentality he ever treated with 
singular tenderness, as of a mother rather than of a 
father, or according to a common expression of the 
country, as father and mother in one." This spirit led 
him to watch with intense anxiety over those among 
them who were enquirers, and those who were baptized. 
He had much private intercourse with them, which was 
aU turned to spiritual profit. The first youth he 
baptized was a Brahmin, and he kept as an interesting 
relic the sacred thread, the badge of his rank, which he 
took off and gave to him, when on that occasion he 
thus renounced heathenism and embraced Christianity. 
He felt very tenderly about these converts, in view of 
the sacrifices so many of them had to make in becoming 
Christians. He often referred to a most affecting scene, 
when the father of a youth who was to be baptized, 
came, and Brahmin though he was, flung himself at his 
feet, clasped his knees and cried, " Oh, Sir, do not, do 
not deprive me of my boy, do not take my son from me". 
It made him very anxious to prove himself to be a friend 
and father to the boy, who thus forfeited an earthly 
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father's love, by yielding himself to the claims of 
Christ. 

Extracts from letters written towards the end of his 
stay in Calcutta will still more fully show the evan- 
gelistic nature of his work in the Institution. Thus he 
wrote on 15th April, 1858, "This has been a happier 
day with me than some I have had of late. I have 
been happy in my classes. I do feel that God answers 
prayer. I was led to pray specially this morning for the 
blessing of the Spirit upon the truth taught in my 
Bible class, and I tliink I never felt more God's gracious 
presence, or had deeper manifestation of intelligence 
and interest — almost to tears indeed, on the part of 
some of the lads. The chapter was Ephesians ii., and 
when I spoke of true believers in Christ being created 
anew unto good works, and of that being God's gracious 
end and purpose in their redemption, many an eye 
glistened with interest, and they all agreed it would be 
a happy day for Bengal when multitudes thus believed 
in Christ. But of course my object was to settle their 
attention upon the present happiness of every individual 
believer. I tried to describe what it is to be without 
God and without hope in the world. They seemed to 
realise this as their own state, and then I spoke of the 
blood of Christ as reconciling and bringing nigh to 
God, when the interest seemed great, and in the eyes of 
one Mahommedan boy, in particular, I could see the 
tears starting." Again, "I have been this Sabbath 
morning in the Institution, and had a good audience. 
But oh ! it does ^leed loving faith to enable me to 
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go on day after day withi;hese lads, without any visible 
fruit. Often I think they look so hopeless, and I feel 
constrained to cry, * Can these bones live \ There is 
attention and respect, but that seems all. I pray I may 
be upheld, that all my work may be done in faith, and 
to the honour and glory of God." 

August 12. — "To-day I have had great comfort and 
pleasure in explaining the 6th chapter of Galatians to 
my Bible class. I really have hope of one or two of 
the" lads. They are so eager to get explanations, and 
give such an intelligent satisfied look when some truth 
is set clearly before them. I sometimes think I am not 
labouring in vain, and though I may see little of it yet, 
after my work is over and another in my place, I do 
hope and believe that the fruit of this Bible teaching 
will appear in not a few cases." And 24:th May, 1859, 
" I am sorry to tell you that the lad from my class in 
whom I am so deeply interested, and who had come to 
the Mission House for baptism, has been carried off by 
force. He had seen his mother and other relations, 
and had stood calm and firm through all the trying 
scene. The worst was thought to be over, and I fear a 
sufficient outlook had not been kept. Yesterday when 
every one was out but one lad, his uncle and a number 
of men arrived, and after much struggling on the part 
of the two poor fellows, Radha Eoman was secured and 
carried off. Poor dear boy, my heart is sore for him." 
We cannot but think these letters show how completely 
his connection with the Institution was used by him as 
a great opportunity for seeking the conversion of the 
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youth of Bengal, and to which all secular teaching was- 
subordinated. This surely is the very spirit in which 
all such mission teaching should be undertaken and 
carried on.* 

* In corroboration of this it may be noted here that this plan 
of action in the conduct of Mission Schools in India, Mr. 
Gardiner held, and advocated to the veiy last. He was all along 
alive to the necessity of carrying on Educational Institutions for 
the cultivation of the Hindoo Youth, but he was also very 
jealous lest this element should be pressed unduly in any way 
to the detriment of Missionaries seeking fruits of conversion 
in the cases of those who are taught in these Institutions. 
It happens that we have some utterances of his on this 
subject, that were the result of a ripened and thoughiul 
experience. Soon after he returned from India, a great Con- 
ference on Missions was held in Liverpool in March, 1860, the 
transactions of which, edited by the Secretaries, in a volume of 
great interest, have been widely disseminated. In that CJonfer- 
ence he took no unimportant part, and amongst other subjects 
he gave his opinion on the great work of Christian Education 
as a means of evangelising the youth of India. In the course of 
his address he said (see page 145), " He believed also there was 
a danger of carrying secular education too far. They found that 
almost all young men in their schools, at some time or other, 
generally when they were in the higher school, or junior College 
classes, came under strong convictions, more or less, of their own 
sinfulness, and of their need of a Saviour. If they passed that 
critical period without publicly professing their faith in Christ, 
they generally became indifferent, and there was less hope^ 
humanly speaking, of their becoming Christians. He thought 
it might be an undue expenditure of missionary resources to 
carry on in advanced secular studies young men of that descrip- 
tion, and that they should ever estimate their educational work 
according to its value and direct bearing upon the progress of the 
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Mr. Gardiner also found time for preaching to the 
natives the unsearchable riches of Christ. From the 
first he set apart a portion of each day to acquire the 
Bengali language. Though fond of teaching, and having 
plenty of opportunities to bring the Gospel to bear per- 
sonally on the young men gathered into the Institution, 
he longed also to be able to speak to the village people 
in their own tongue. He fitted himself for this, and 
did it, though gradually, with the assistance of a Chris- 
Redeemer's cause in the hearts of men. He felt that there might 
be a danger of spending unduly missionary resources — resources 
raised for the preaching of the Gospel—in that direction. He 
would, therefore, give an education carried to the point of 
advancement at which it was in their junior College classes to 
such young men as came to them. He would carry them to that 
interesting period when they usually came under those convictions; 
and after that he would expend missionary resources in training 
specially those young men who might be willing to become 
helpers in the missionary work, instead of going on to teach the 
secular branches to those young men who presented, humanly 
speaking, but little hope of becoming christians." In the 
minute adopted by the Conference on this subject effect was 
given to this expression of opinion. The part of the Minute 
bearing on it is as follows — page 160 : — ** In some countries and 
localities where the natives earnestly desire to obtain a knowledge 
of the Enghsh Language, English Mission Schools have 
been established on good grounds, have turned that desire to 
good account, and have been blessed with a variety of useful 
results. Their value has been proved partly in the conversion of 
souls ; and chiefly in the extensive diffusion of a knowledge of 
the Gospel, in spheres of usefulness which other plans of labour 
have not reached. Efforts, however, in this direction the Con- 
ference think should not be carried too far." 

2 



18 

tian native. Being engaged in the Institution all the 
week days, it was the Sabhaths he could devote to this 
work, and they were often given to it. Dr. Smith says, 
" When in 1858 I was obliged, by severe illness, to 
leave India, I handed over to Mr. Gardiner a work in 
which I had long been greatly interested, that of visit- 
ing some villages to the south of Calcutta, and spending 
every Sabbath day in earnest dealings with the people. 
Into this toilsome but enjoyable work he threw himself 
with his usual enthusiasm, and I heard by letters from 
the beloved native Christian who accompanied him, as 
he had done me in those visits, how thoroughly he 
gained the confidence of the villagers." He often spoke 
in after life of the days he had spent in the villages in 
the neighbourhood of Calcutta, as among the happiest 
days of his life, when, Bible in hand, he went among 
them proclaiming the Gospel He had great pleasure 
in the society of the devoted Christian native who was 
his usual companion, and often spoke of the tenderness 
and earnestness of his character, and how completely all 
differences of race and education were forgotten in com- 
mon love to the Saviour. 

Mr. Gardiner engaged in other works too. He was 
often preaching, as he had call or opportunity, some- 
times to the Free Church congregation, sometimes at the 
Bethel and the Orphanage, and during the latter part 
of his stay in Calcutta he lectured regularly, in Eng- 
lish, on Sabbath evenings, to the educated young natives, 
who often attended in large numbers. Regarding 
this service we find him writing on 14th May, 1859 : — 
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" I have been in the Institution to-day — terrible heat. 
I am greatly gratified to learn that a boy in my Bible 
class, whom I have long well known, is about to apply 
for baptism. One of the Christian lads told me of it. 
He has been a regular attender on my Sabbath evening 
lectures. I feel very thankful for it, especially in this 
time of bodily weakness and depression." 

There was yet another work into which Mr. Gardiner 
threw himself with characteristic vigour. This was a 
labour outside his own official sphere, and in conjunc- 
tion with Christian people in the city, most of them 
of other denominations. His was always a very catholic 
spirit, though most devotedly attached to his own com- 
munion. It was at this period of his life, as it con- 
tinued to be afterwards, a great delight to him to join, 
so far as he could, with all who were really seeking, in 
the spirit of the Gospel, to commend Christ to the 
perishing. Dr. Smith says, "He was especially interested 
in what was called the Calcutta City Mission, to which 
he gave a great deal of his time and strength, and 
secured for himself the esteem and affection of his fel- 
low labourers, who were of all evangelical denomina- 
tions, and the gratitude of many who were rescued by 
the Mission from degradatidn and misery." To this 
City Mission for four years he was Secretary. He loved 
the good men who were its agents, one or other of whom 
saw him nearly every morning, in connection with their 
work. These men had many trials and difficulties into 
which he entered with truest sympathy. He made himself 
ac(j[uainted minutely with the work of each of them, often 
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prayed with them, and was ready, morning or night, to 
give them needed help and counseL The Lord was pleased 
to give them much hlessing on their labours, and in this 
he very heartily rejoiced. He took an interest also 
in the soldiers of Her Majesty's regiments who were 
there in great numbers after the outbreak of the mutiny. 
He was pained to see many of them often lying intoxi- 
cated under the blazing sun, after staggering out of the 
arrack shops. In his capacity of Secretary to the City 
Mission, he represented the evil to some of the officers, 
who, however, took the matter easily, saying that the 
men must have their liberty. The Police, he found, could 
not interfere. Thereupon he wrote to Lord Canning, 
the Governor-General, telling him what he had seen, 
and recommending measures to abate the evil. He sug- 
gested that the arrack shops be closed at certain hours, 
and that a canteen, with recreation grounds, and a 
reading room, be set upon the plain for the use of 
the troops. Immediately, to the astonishment of all 
Calcutta, an official order for carrying out the reforms 
he proposed was published, and they were put in execu- 
tion. In connection with this we find him writing in 
March, 1858 : — " I then crossed the plain, passing the 
military canteen, where I saw the soldiers, in great 
numbers, playing at nine pins. I felt a considerable 
thrill of satisfaction in thinking that I had been the 
humble means of saving these poor fellows from the 
grog shops." When, some time before he left India, 
he was obliged to resign this office in the City 
Mission, which he did with much regret, the Committee, 
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having present the Rev. A. F. Lacroix in the chair, and 
the Eev. John Pourie as Secretary, passed this minute : 
— " The Committee, with a very lively recollection of 
the services which Mr. Gardiner had rendered to the 
Mission during the four years which have passed since 
he hecame one of its Secretaries, and of the Christian 
zeal, energy and patience which have characterised his 
labours, sorrowfully accept his resignation, in the earnest 
hope that his health may be speedily restored to enable 
him to resume, with renewed vigour, his labours for 
the progress of the GospeL" 

Mr. Macleod Wylie, who took an active leading part 
in works of Christian usefulness, at that time in Cal- 
cutta, writes thus of this period of Mr. Gardiner's life 
and labours : — " I very well remember his arrival in 
1853, with Mr. Milne, and his departure in 1859. In 
the period which intervened I was absent from India 
for fifteen months in 1854 and '55, but during all the 
rest of the time we had much close and affectionate in- 
tercourse. The City Mission was established shortly 
before his arrival, and he was Secretary of the Com- 
mittee for a considerable tima Our meetings were 
sanctified by the Word of God and by prayer, and we 
had special prayer meetings besides. He was a most 
kind and sympathising friend of the missionaries, and 
threw all his energies into the work. They were noble 
men, who had been (ionverted in different regiments in 
the North West, especially H.M. 24th Infantry (which, 
after the revival in its ranks, suffered so fearfully at 
ChilUanwallah) ; and their labours among the low 
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Europeans and East Indians, walking about at all hours' 
in the sun, were of a very arduous and trying nature. 
One of them, Matthew Leighton, a true man of God, 
died after a short service ; and Adam Hodgen, who was 
lately employed by the Anglo-Indian Christian Union, 
to work among the railway servants and others of that 
class, has not long since followed him into rest These 
men, and their fellow-labourers who still survive, needed 
great encouragement ; and I believe that few parts of 
Mr. Gardiner's service for his Master were more accept- 
able to Him. That City Mission is now extinct, but 
* the day ' will declare its fruit Connection with Mr. 
Gardiner in its Committee, as well as a warm friend- 
ship, brought us together pretty frequently, and I can 
speak of his private life. There was great transparency 
in his character, great warmth in his family affections, 
and a lively tender sensibility of feeling in all his asso- 
ciation with others. When, three years ago, we met 
once more in Aberdeen, at the time of Mr. Moody's 
visit, I found, to my great joy, not merely the same 
Christian love, but also a manifest growth in spiritual 
life. There seemed to have been a great apprehension 
of * the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ ' arising from 
what he had seen and rejoiced over of the power of the 
Gospel in Mr. Moody's meetings, and in his own family. 
To him (as to many others at that time, who took a 
cordial part in the evangelistic movement) the Lord 
gave a rich reward. Old prejudices, and doubts and 
fears, had been cast aside, and he had joined with all 
who were, with one spirit and one mind, striving to- 
gether for the faith of the gospeL" 
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Mr. Gardiner's Indian work took a great hold of his 
mind. The sights and sounds of heathenism affected 
him much. On 11th April, 1859, he writes : — " This 
morning I was roused up at a very early hour, ahout 
three o'clock, hy processions beginning to pass down on 
their way to Kalighat. It seemed as if they were beat- 
ing with their drums and shrieking with fifes into my 
very windows, my room being very close to the road. 
This is the horrid festival of the Churrack, and the poor 
creatures were on their way down to get 'their bodies 
pierced. It has gone on all morning, numberless proces- 
sions going and coming. Such mad and foolish excite- 
ment, idiotic and frantic dancing, so many with their 
bodies besmeared all over with white and green paint, and 
many with their sides, arms, and tongues pierced with 
iron rods. Oh ! it has been a sad and humbling sight. 
How deep are the darkness and degradation which the 
light of the Gospel has been sent to dispel ! How 
great are the Divine mercy and love, and how glorious 
the grace to be magnified in the redemption of our 
guilty and miserable race ! I think I am learning more 
and more the high honour and blessedness of my mis- 
sionary calling, and feel, oh 1 so deeply, that I would not 
now quit or exchange my post for any inducement that I 
know. Helping on the Eedeemer's cause by teaching His 
love and grace to these poor benighted heathen, striving 
to bring them to the knowledge of God in Christ, how 
great is this honour ! " His six years* residence in a 
heathen land, and work for Christ there, always bulked 
largely in his memory. For long he used to say he had 
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a divided heart between the " Old town " and Calcutta, 
and to the last year of his life in his dreams he went often 
back to it. In his sermons and addresses he often illus- 
trated Scriptural allusions by what he had seen and ex- 
perienced in the East. Allusions to the water of life 
would naturally be illustrated by the need for water, and 
its refreshing nature in these lands, and such a passage 
as " Neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat," 
would be explained by a vivid picture of the awful sun 
of Bengal. It was always his delight to commend 
foreign and especially Indian missions, to the people of 
this country. This he did very happily, both to adult 
congregations and to the young. He took frequent 
opportunities of doing this, and was always at home 
in it.* 

* In proof of his continued interest in the evangelisation of 
India, it may be mentioned that when in 1872 he had to preach 
to the Free Church Synod of Aberdeen, he chose for his text, 
Isaiah xlix. 6, ** I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, 
that thou mayest see my salvation unto the end of the earth," 
and discoursed very powerfully on the glory of this light for the 
heathen, and the Church's duty in sending it to them. The 
sermon was afterwards published for circulation with a prefatory 
note by the venerable Dr. Duff, in which he speaks of the authc^* 
as having been once " a beloved fellow-labourer on the banks 
of the Ganges," and recommends the perusal of **his warm, 
faithful, and vivid utterances,** as those of one who " has en- 
joyed the rare advantage of having been himself an active and 
energetic labourer in the foreign mission field ". In the sermcm 
itself the preacher says, " But I desire, at this time, to consider 
it not merely as a word in which we ourselves rejoice to hope, 
but in its bearing upon a great cause which it becomes us to 
have very near to our hearts : I mean the evangelisation of the 
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It is interesting to trace in all the records which pro- 
ceeded from Mr. Gardiner's pen at the time of his Indian 
work, the very profound sense of personal dependence 
on Divine grace, which possessed him, for the due dis- 
charge of the weighty duties devolving on him. On 

heathen. I gladly embrace this opportunity to offer a brief 
pleading in its behalf. Though severed from the work in person 
now, I shall ever deem it a high and precious honour that I was 
permitted to give some of the best years of my life to it. I 
would speak as one who has been face to face with many of the 
woes and horrors of idolatry ; and yet who has seen the glorious 
power of the Gospel remedy for the destroying of the devil's 
works in the deep degradation and spiritual wretchedness of the 
heathen, and/or^Ae bringing them out of even Uieir darkness 
into that knowledge of God and of His Christ, which is life 
eternal." The whole sermon is replete with vivid pictures of 
what he had seen and known of the miseries of heathenism, and 
glowing accounts of the marvellous changes he had seen, which 
the Spirit of the Lord had wrought in the case of converts, and 
then he concludes with feiTent appeals for enlarged interest and 
effort in this great cause. On this part of the subject he says, 
** Were a caravan of travellers compelled to journey over a vast 
burning desert, to find their supply of water exhausted, and all 
the agonies of a terrible thirst assailing them — the failing 
strength — the raging fever — the tongue and mouth turned to be 
like leather — and such a fire glowing within as would make 
death a relief ; but were some of them enabled to push on, and 
reach a well of living water, into which they could plunge their 
heads, and drink, and drink, until their agonies were assuaged, 
and their whole frames thrilled with reUef and gladness unspeak- 
able, and ebbing life came bounding back to every vein — what 
should we think of them were they then to sit beside that well, 
or flowing stream, and look coldly upon their companions fallen 
down in their weariedness and sufferings, unable to reach it and 
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12th April, 1858, the anniversary of his ordination, he 
writes : — " How replete with solemnity and tenderness 
are the associations of this day ! I have been thinking, 
alas ! with not a little shame and humiliation, not of 
my five years' service, but of my five years' failure of 
service to Christ. The Lord mercifully wash me from 
the sin of my many and great shortcomings. It is a 
humbling retrospect. How large the share I bear in the 
unf ruitf ulness of our Mission ! In everything I come 
short, yet may I be enabled to cast myself on the mercy 
and wisdom and grace of God, and become a labourer 
more according to the mind of God, the example of 
Christ, and the work of the Spirit." 

This notice of Mr. Gardiner's life in India would be 
incomplete without some references of a more domestic 
nature than have yet been given of it. His were very 
warm, ardent affections, and in his own family and 

certain to perish, and enjoy themselves the cool sweet water, 
without making any effort to carry some of it to save those who 
were dying that awful death ? And yet not unlike this is what 
many many in the membership of our Churches are doing. They 
profess to value the precious and glorious Gospel, and to be 
comforted and gladdened by its hopes ; and yet, perhaps, they 
are doing next to nothing to seud it to those who are perishing 
for ever for the lack of it. . . . Would that the bowing 
down of the heathen before their idols could be seen by all in 
our land, and that they could hear their cries — as I have heard 
them upon the banks of their sacred rivers— themselves and 
their relatives around their deathbeds, when they had come to 
the borders of the eternal world, calling upon their gods for help ! 
It is utterly overpowering. Oh ! brethren, let us seek to come 
more worthily to the help of the Lord against the mighty. " 
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amongst Ms near relations, they found ever their 
strongest natural current. This will be best illustrated 
in connection with a very painful dispensation with 
which Mrs. Gardiner and he were afflicted during this 
period, in the removal of their, at that time, only child. 
Mary Charlotte Ewart was born on 13th February, 
1855, and died on 5th May, 1856. His love for this 
child was very intense, and his grief at her removal 
very deep and lasting. His own words will best reveal 
the working of his mind regarding this his first great 
domestic sorrow. 

The following extracts from a letter to one of his 
sisters, of date 9th August, 1856, will show those affec- 
tionate traits of his nature and the hallowed effect 
which this affliction sanctified, was having on him : — 
" By mail before last I got your note written from 
Frederick Street when on your visit there. I cannot 
tell you how much pleasure it gives me to see that you 
have still the same heart to me, though we are so far 
separated ; and I trust if we be ever permitted to meet, 
and see each other face to face, we will find that the 
old fond affections and close knitting of hearts yet re- 
main. But were we to meet, what experiences should 
we have come through — a knowledge of life, of men, 
of the world — such as we were strangers to when we 
parted — joys I trust living, and joys come and gone and 
buried in the grave; and perhaps by means of trials 
and sorrows, a conviction in our hearts that life is a 
dream of anticipated joys, but really of sore disappoint- 
ments — that nothing below is stable. And I trust and 
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pray, through God's blessed grace and love, a fond con- 
stant looking forward to the home and inheritance 
above. Though this is the first time I have written to 
you I need not go over the particulars of the death of 
my precious — my gentle Mary. I presume you have 
seen some of the previous accounts we have sent home. 
We seem already to have been a long, long time with- 
out her, yet there are some things which seem the 
events of yesterday, or what we cannot help fancying 
as yet to be of daily occurrence. For more than three 
months has her precious dust lain in the cold grave, and 
for more than three months has her glorified spirit been 
beholding the glory of the Lord. The churchyard is 
about two miles from this house, and as often as I can 
I walk there to sit by her grave for a time, and some- 
times I think I get glimpses of her in her seraphic 
beauty before the throne of God, raising her sweet voice 
in praise to the dear Saviour who has washed her in 
His blood and has redeemed her unto God, and who is 
worthy to receive honour and praise, and glory and 
blessing everlasting. I do bless and praise my God for 
that salvation of which He has made her a partaker. 
I feel the Saviour has claims upon me to a gratitude 
and love and service such as He has never had from 
me, and I pray that, for the glory of His name. He may 
sanctify this greatly to me and to my dear Sarah. For 
myself I can only say that I have tried to bury my 
sorrow in my own heart, and to minister consolation 
and strength to her. When we look back we can see 
everywhere the Divine wisdom and love manifested in 
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the way in which we have been brought throngL Espe- 
cially in that trying, never more to be forgotten scene 
when in our nnpreparedness and consternation Death 
stepped in and withered our lovely flower ; and the 
fruits of sin were seen in the death agonies of our dear, 
dear Mary. For some time it seemed like a distressing 
dream which we had had, and we could not realise that 
she was gone away for ever from us — our own Mary ! 
My precious jewel, it will be a joy to meet thee again 
in heaven, and, dear pet, to join with thee in the Ee- 
deemer's praise, and to spend eternity with thee in His 
blessed and longed-for presence. Her last look of love 
turned upon me when death was darkening her beautiful 
eyes, and her outstretched arms to me when her last 
agony was upon her, and I took her for the last time in 
my arms where she so loved to be — ^will, blessed and 
praised be God, find their joyous counterpart in the 
look and embrace of eternal love that yet awaits us. 
Best then, sweetly, joyously, in thy dear Saviour's 
bosom till then, my blessed pet." 

In March, 1858, Mrs. Gardiner left her husband in 
India on going home to Scotland with her infant son. 
The parents were led to follow this course partly 
through their anxiety for this child after the sad expe- 
rience they had had in the case of his sister. On 11th 
April he wrote to Mrs. Gardiner : — " Terrible day of 
heat. I went to-day to Mary's grave. I found un- 
broken quietness reigning. The little darling's place 
in my heart is all untouched. The remembrance of her 
loveliness and loving ways overwhelmed me. I realised 
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in some degree that our lamb is safe and blessed for 
eternity in the keeping of the Great Shepherd, and 
I had quiet joy and peace in the thought. I could 
not help feeling very deeply how remarkably God 
has dealt with us. He has poured many niercies into 
our cup, but He has seen fit in His wisdom and love to 
desolate our home. I felt how much God had brought 
us through within the space of five years, and how 
much more I ought to have learnt by this discipline. 
As I left the churchyard I felt it was a spot very dear 
to me, and that if ever I left India it would be a sore 
trial to leave the precious dust there. These visits do 
so lift me above time, and solemnise my spirit, and help 
me anew to look to God for that precious faith which 
gives strength to fight the good fight, and lay hold of 
eternal life. As I returned the streets were hot, the 
air sickening, and I felt, O so thankfully 1 that you 
and our darling Frank were out of Calcutta." 

On the 12th April, 1859, on the same subject Mr. 
Gardiner thus wrote to his wife : — " Instead of taking 
a drive this evening, as dear friends wished me to do, I 
walked quietly to spend a little time at Mary's grave. 
Just opposite the English Burying-ground I saw a 
Churrack at full work — the man swinging in the air, 
and, how sad ! such a multitude of people, Europeans 
and East Indians among them, enjoying the sight. I 
passed on with a heavy heart The bnrying-ground 
was all quiet. There are now two complete rows of 
tombs in front of that in which Mary's is, and a third 
begun. I sat down and thought with almost overwhelm- 
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ing tenderness of the darling's brief sojourn with us — 
her beauty, her gentleness and fondness — surely it 
was like an angel tarrying with us for a little. Her 
memory can never become less to my heart. I felt 
the apprehension of her glorified state enough to stifle 
my grief of heart. It was good for me to sit there. I 
came away with the feeling very deeply impressed on 
my mind that this world is a vain show — that we are 
pilgrims and strangers here — that we must give heed to 
travel on as bound for the better country where Christ 
in glory dwells, where our darling is, and where there is 
no more death." 

Many years afterwards when at work in Old Aber- 
deen such entries as these are to be found in his diary : 
" My precious Mary's birthday — sweet little angel ! It 
is blessed to think of her glorified state." " Precious 
Mary's birthday. what memories are recalled by it ! " 
His very affectionate nature will be more fully illus- 
trated as we proceed, but the example of its outflow in 
the case of this dear engaging child, lent to the parents 
for only so short a time, is enough to show how deep 
were the springs of tender love in his heart. How 
truly he mourned ! but yet with what a chastened 
«pirit, for he knew it was well with the child and with 
him. He could even rejoice that it was true of this 
dear one taken from him — 

** Ere grief could blight, or sorrow fade, 
Death camo with friendly care ; 
The opening bud to heaven conveyed, 
And bade it blossom there." 

During the last year of Mr. Gardiner's stay in India 
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there are many notices in his letters to his wife in Scot- 
land of failing health. His lahour at this time, on 
account of the crippled state of the Mission workers^ 
was very great He tanght daily in the Institution from 
11 o'clock till 4 — a long time in that climate, especially 
to one who threw so much energy into all he did. It 
was frequently said of him that he was too vehement 
and impulsive to stand work in India long. The result 
was that in the summer of 1859 he was so ill that the 
medical men in Calcutta ordered him home, and with 
full intention, were it the Lord's will, that he should 
return, he came home to Scotland then, after having 
been only a little more than six years abroad. Before 
he left Calcutta he wrote thus to his wife on 24th 
May : " It is astonishing to myself that, though I 
am going home to you and Frank, to my dear 
parents and other friends, how much regret I feel 
in leaving Calcutta. Yet the Lord's work can be 
carried on as well in my absence, and I may perhaps be 
honoured of Grod to do something while at home for 
His blessed cause." 

It will be fitting to close this account of Mr. Gardi- 
ner's missionary life abroad with a quotation from the 
sermon preached by his very intimate friend. Dr. Thomas 
Smith, of Cowgate Head Church, Edinburgh, his co- 
adjutor in Calcutta, on the occasion of his introducing 
him to the congregation of the Free Church, Old Aber- 
deen, on 2nd August, 1863 : — "If the faithful and labo- 
rious performance of difficult duty in an unwholesome 
climate — ^a climate moreover specially unsuited to his 



33 

constitution ; if constant perseverance in the discharge 
of that duty until deadly disease rendered it physically 
impossible ; if all this, according to the principle of our 
text (Philippians ii. 29) be a good foundation for a 
claim to the gratitude of the Church, and to such repu- 
tation and honour as the Church can bestow, we hesitate 
not to say that your minister is such an one as is en- 
titled to be held in high and grateful esteem. Very 
well do we remember how from day to day, and for 
years together, he bore up under physical weakness, and 
under mental sufferings of which his temperament made 
him more than ordinarily susceptible, striving to com- 
mend the Gospel to gainsaying heathen, and seeking no 
reward but to be the instrument in the hand of God of 
bringing souls from darkness to light, and from the 
power of Satan unto God. And his faithful work and 
loving labour were not in vain. In the great day of 
account, when the Lord shall make up his jewels, there 
will be some of the swarthy sons of India, clustering 
with those whom he may be instrumental in saving 
among you, to give lustre to the crown which the 
righteous Judge will give him at that day." 

When he arrived in this country he was in a very 
weak state, and was so much changed as to be scarcely 
known to be the same who six years before had left 
Scotland so full of strength and spirit After recruiting 
a little he visited various parts of the country, seeing 
friends, seeking health, and advocating the claims of the 
Mission with which he was connected. This latter 
work he did with the strength he could give to it, and 
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with much heart. For two years he struggled on in 
the hope of resuming his work in India. Most compe- 
tent medical advice was then given by Dr. Macrae of 
the Bengal Medical Service, who had been his physician 
in India, and who was at that time in this country, and 
by Dr. George Keith, of Edinburgh, to the effect that, 
though he might be able for an ordinary amount of work 
in this country, there was no reasonable prospect of his 
being able for labour in India. They were so decided 
in this opinion, and indeed his own judgment calmly 
exercised so coincided with it, that he was forced to 
relinquish all hope of again engaging in the foreign 
mission work on which his heart had been set. This 
was to some extent a great shock and a great pain to 
him, but the way was plain. Immediately therefore he 
wrote to the Foreign Missions' Committee of the Free 
Church a letter of resignation. This the Committee, 
on 15th October, 1861, found itself shut up to accept 
with "regret and sympathy ". His letter of resignation 
is so characteristic, and so fully expressive of his views 
and feelings, that we give it nearly entire, forming as it 
does a very fitting close to these reminiscences of his 
connection with the great work of the evangelisation of 
the heathen world : — 

"Dysart, September 24, 1861. To the Eev. Dr. 
Tweedie, Edinburgh, Convener of the Committee of the 
Free Church General Assembly on Foreign Missions. 
My Dear Dr. Tweedie, — It is with a heavy heart that I 
feel myself under the necessity of forwarding to you the 
enclosed document to be laid before the Committee. It 
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lias placed me in a very painful position. Dr. Macrae 
is one of our Presidency surgeons in Calcutta, and was 
for five years my medical attendant there. lie is at pre- 
sent in this country, and, as he was in Edinburgh for a 
couple of days last week, I embraced the opportunity of 
consulting him as to my health, with the view of an 
early return to India. I own I was not prepared for 
the opinion he has so decidedly given, but when I think 
of the eminence of his position in Bengal, and also of 
his intimate knowledge of my constitution, I feel it is 
an opinion which I cannot set aside. Dr. George Keith 
has been my physician since I came home ; and though 
he has several times in substance expressed to me as 
his the very opinion Dr. Macrae has formally given, I 
did hope that, from my improved state of health, and 
the care I have been of late taking to work only in 
moderation, that opinion would by this time have been 
modified. But in God's Providence it is otherwise. I 
need hardly say that I chose the foreign field now be- 
tween eight and nine years ago deliberately, with aU the 
sacrifice involved, believing that the Head of the Church 
was then calling me to labour there for Him. I have 
never desired any other sphere, and can truly say that 
my heart still clings to it with a strength of attachment 
which has deepened with every year of my connection 
with it, and that I had hoped to be, within a few weeks, 
on my way thither again. And I need perhaps hardly 
add that the present sadly weakened state of our Bengal 
Mission has deeply moved me to hasten to give my dear 
brethren, now so overburdened, what help I might. It 
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is true there have been between some of ns differences 
as to some matters of detail, but I have ever been very 
slow indeed to believe that these could hinder at all our 
co-operation in the same great field. And still the work 
of Christ in India is very near my heart, and I have 
never thought of my future but as associated with it, 
and with the onward progress of that great and glorious 
cause. Whilst at home I have been several times asked 
to allow myself to be named as a candidate in certain 
vacancies in the home field, but I have steadily refused 
whilst I had the prospect 'of returning to my post in 
India. I have taken the f uU two years at home, and 
cherished ever the hope that it might be the will of 
God that I should do so. But now, my dear Dr. 
Tweedie, having taken some days to consider solemnly 
and prayerfully the paper given me by my medical ad- 
visers, I feel with the deepest sorrow shut up to ask 
you to lay it before the Committee, and with it to inti- 
mate my resignation of my appointment as one of the 
Church's Indian Missionaries. This I now formally 
resign, though what it cost me I cannot adequately ex- 
press. Yet is it some consolation to kiQow that, though 
forbidden to resume work in the foreign mission field in 
person, I may be able, with God's help and blessing, to 
do something to deepen interest and help it forward at 
home ; and I can assure you, and the Committee 
through you, that as I have opportunity I shall ever 
very heartily and lovingly rejoice to do so. And I 
trust we may be all enabled to abound more in prayer 
to the Lord of the harvest that in connection with our 
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own beloved Church, He would ho pleased to raise up 
and thrust forth labourers into His harvest. . 
And with warmest Christian respect and esteem, believe 
me, my dear Dr. Tweedie, yours very truly, 

"Thomas Gardiner." 



Chapter III. 
OLD TOWN MINISTEY. 



** O King of grace and honour, 

Lord Jesus, David's Heir I 
Eternal is Thy kingdom. 

In heaven Thy throne so fair. 
Lord, help me to confess Thee, 

And with Thy saints outpour 
Thy praise, my King of glory, 

Now and for evermore." 

Mr. Gardiner's connection with the Free Church 
Foreign Mission ceased in October, 1861. His position 
was then one of embarrassment and painfuhiess. His 
health, utterly unfitting him for service abroad, as yet 
left him also comparatively unable for much work at 
home. He was anxious aa soon as possible to be settled 
in a sphere of labour congenial to him. His family 
cares pressed on him. His ardent temperament made 
patient waiting trying to him. The uncertainty of the 
future was an element of anxiety. Virtually he was, 
notwithstanding his ministerial position and his service 
in India, placed in the same rank with the probationers 
of the Church. "We can well remember the troubles 
of those days. He set himself, often with a sorrowful 
heart, to do present duty as the Lord called him to 
it, with what strength he could, preaching where his 
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services were required, and working for the Foreign 
Mission Committee, forming associations in congrega- 
tions where they had not been already instituted, and 
stimulating those already in existence. When so 'en- 
gaged he had the offer of the pastorate of a country con- 
gregation of the church in Forfarshire. But the Lord 
was at this time opening up for him the very suitable 
field of work which he at first temporarily, and then 
permanently occupied, and which became the scene of 
his future labours. 

The Free Church congregation of Old Aberdeen had 
the disadvantage of being formed without a minister. 
At the Disruption, the people who left the Church of 
Old Machar (the name of the parish in which the town 
is situated), were formed into a Congregation, and after 
two years called Mr. Anderson, who had been parish 
minister at Boyndie, to be their pastor, and who became 
the first minister of the Free Church in Old Aberdeen. 
Under his ministry the congregation prospered greatly. 
Mr., now Dr. Anderson of the Gymnasium, was held 
in high respect by the whole community. It was a 
great blow to the Church there when, after a few years* 
ministry, he saw it right to adopt views different 
from those entertained by the Free Church on the subject 
of Infant baptism. He was succeeded by Mr. Edersheim, 
who was a convert fropi Judaism, and had been a mis- 
sionary to his former brethren on the Continent. After 
some years of work in the Old Town Church his health 
had given way, and on his retirement for a time, Mr. 
Gardiner was invited to take the oversight of the people. 
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This he gladly did, removing with his family to the 
north, and taking up his ahode in the !Pree Church 
Matise, lately before erected there, in March, 1862. In 
the capacity of filling the place of the absent minister 
he continued there for nearly 17 months, when he was 
permanently settled as minister of the congregation. 

It is interesting to know that from the very first Mr. 
Gardiner's work in the Old Town told, both in the way 
of recruiting the congregation, which for many reasons 
had somewhat dwindled, and also in being the means 
of spiritual good to souls among them. With im- 
proved health, in a climate which suited him, his character 
and labours soon made an impression. We find, from a 
diary he began from the time he went to Old Aberdeen, 
such insertions as the following, which show the best 
ends of the ministry were already being secured by him 
in gaining souls for the Lord, and that he was coming 
to know it. In June we find him writing : — ** A memor- 
able day. seems to have got some glimpse of 

Christ — indeed I trust has got a hold of Him. A great 
change has evidently come over him. He of his own 
accord spoke freely to-day of Christy of His atoning 
blood, of his having now no fear of death, and no desire 

to live. Spent a delightful little time with . He 

dates a great change from Sabbath. He seems to be 
making decided progress in light and life." And then 
follows an account of another who was in great distress 
of whom he says : " It pleased God to shed light 
and comfort on her mind. She seemed to see the 
help and hope there are for her in Christ." He adds : 
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How great the honour which seems thus to be put 
upon me ! " Already he was feeling the load of the 
care of souls, and of a congregation, pressing on him, as 
writing in September he says : " A good deal burdened 
in mind about the state. of the congregation. Oh ! for 
the breath of the Spirit to breathe upon the dead." At 
the end of the year we find his diligence attested by 
the entry that he had already made 290 pastoral visits 
and 205 to the sick and afflicted. 

In the spring following, Mr. Edersheim resigned 
his charge in the Old Town on receiving a call to 
the pastorate of the Presbyterian Church in Torquay, 
and Mr. Gardiner on 4th May, 1863, was unanimously 
elected his successor. After the preliminaries necessary 
in such a case, on the 30th July he was inducted to 
the pastoral charge of the congregation by the Free 
Church Presbytery of Aberdeen. On that day we find 
him entering in his diary : " This day I have been in- 
ducted into my charge here. May the Lord be my 
strength and sufficiency, and may it be for the glory of 
His own name and for the good of many souls." On 
the following Sabbath, 2nd August, Dr. Smith of Edin- 
burgh, his warm-hearted friend and fellow-labourer in 
India, preached in the Old Town Free Church, according 
to usual custom, introducing the minister formally to 
the people, which in this case, however, was in one sense 
not at all a necessary service. It was one, however, 
kindly rendered and thankfully received. The text was 
in Philippians ii. 29 : " Eeceive him therefore in the 
Lord with all gladness, and hold such in reputation ". 
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In these memoriaJs we have already quoted from this ser- 
mon a passage bearing on the nature of Mr. Gardiner's 
work in India, entitling him to be received by the 
people of his present charge as Paul exhorted the 
Philippian Church to receive Epaphroditus. The 
people of the Old Town congregation will love to peruse 
another part of that sermon, and have it thus perma- 
nently before them, in which Dr. Smith told them what 
he expected their minister to be to them, and they will 
be able to trace how truly his description has been veri- 
fied in the life and ministry of their pastor : — 

" We ask you then, friends and brethren, to rise to 
an adequate apprehension of the importance of the 
transactions of these few weeks, and of Thursday even- 
ing, and of this day, in their bearing upon the interests 
of your own souls, and the interests of morality and 
godliness in your families and in your district, it may 
be even for generations to come. Brethren, we should 
not be here this day, did we not very confidently hope 
that our friend and brother will, by the grace of his 
God and Saviour, discharge with faithfulness the solemn 
duties which he has undertaken as your minister. He 
will, we honestly believe, receive your children with 
fatherly affection at the gate of the temple, sprinkle 
them with the water of baptism, and very tenderly and 
very lovingly deal with the lambs of the flock. He 
will be the guide and the counsellor of the young, 
frankly and heartily imparting to them the lessons of 
his own experience — encouraging and cheering them on 
when they do weU, raising them up and restoring them in 
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the spirit of meekness when they fall, and ever 
pointing out to them and leading them in the path to 
happiness and heaven. He will join thom*in the holy 
bands of marriage, and will be their faithful counsellor 
and loving friend — not occupying towards them the 
hateful relation of a father confessor, but the enviable 
position of one whose wisdom is trusted, whose counsel 
is welcomed, and whose frank and hearty sympathy is 
confidently counted upon as a comfort in every sorrow 
and an enhancer of every joy. He will mingle his 
tears and his prayers with those of the anxious watchers 
by the sick-bed of beloved ones, and his presence will 
be a light in the dark abode of bereavement and mourn- 
ing, as he points the gaze of the heart-broken unto Him 
who is the orphan's Father and the widow's Judge. 
Thus in the hour of sickness and by the bed of death, 
and in all your homes and by all your firesides, not less 
than in this house of prayer and from this pulpit of 
instruction, discharging the office of the faithful pastor, 
holding forth the Word of Life, exhibiting the love of 
Christ and the all-sufficiency of His grace, instructing 
the ignorant, supporting the weak, comforting the sor- 
rowful, restoring the back-sliding in the spirit of meek- 
ness, watching over all and praying for all with the 
earnestness of the Shepherd who knows that he must 
give an account of the flock committed to his charge — 
the influence of his ministry will not be bounded by 
the limits of its duration, but when his bones shall be 
mingled with the clods of your valley those who have 
enjoyed the benefit of his ministrations will be prepared 
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to call a like-minded successor : and his fragrant 
memory will be perpetuated as parents will point out 
to their children his place of rest, and will tell how 
faithfully and how well he discharged the duties of his 
sacred office." 

On the same day Mr. Gardiner commenced his regular 
ministry in the Old Town hy preaching a sermon on the 
text, 1 Corinthians i. 23 : "We preach Christ crucified". 
It is marked by perfect soundness in the faith, as all his 
discourses were, great clearness of statement, and closes 
with most earnest and touching appeals to all his hearers 
to awake to the responsibilities of those who are privi- 
leged with a gospel ministry. It was just such a sermon 
as was a most fitting key-note for a spiritual evangelical 
life-work, such as was that day begun. An extract 
or two are worth preserving here, and will be valued by 
the people of his charge, many of whom doubtless were 
not hearers on the day of its delivery. He thus spoke 
of the object of our Lord's mission to this world, and 
the necessity of keeping this prominently before the 
mind : " The life, the work of Christ have for us an in- 
terest which nothing else in the history of the world 
has. God in very deed dwelt with man. As the 
anointed Redeemer He came to accomplish a work, in 
comparison with which the mightiest events which have 
taken place on the surface of our globe sink into abso- 
lute insignificance. What traitors they are to the inter- 
ests of everlasting truth and righteousness" — to the 
dearest interests of mankind — to the claims of a re- 
deeming God, who keep away in the background tli6 
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Saviour's atoning work ! Wo preach not merely Christ, 
but Christ crucified. We know that we are bound 
to cultivate the purest honesty and uprightness of 
character ; that there are great works to be wrought — 
great temptations and difficulties in the way of all of 
us to be overcome — and that for all this, high moral 
earnestness is ever needed. We know that a careful 
study of our Savour*s personal character and life brings 
out every moral excellence in absolute perfection ; and 
that the more closely and faithfully we seek to tread in 
His footsteps, and to be guided by His example, the 
nobler and nearer to perfection in life shall we become. 
We know also that there is a cold orthodoxy, unaccom- 
panied by any living fruit to the glory of God, with 
which too many in our land content themselves ; that 
th«re is also a weak and ostentatious profession of evan- 
gelical faith without any manliness or consistency of 
walk which in many brings Christ's pure gospel but 
little honour ; and yet worse, that there are lofty pre- 
tensions to high-toned piety, and a free use on all occa- 
sions of the Saviour's name, with alas ! hypocritical 
holiness of heart, and perhaps not a few dark stains 
upon the life. We know all this. Yet we glory in the 
cross of Christ as alone setting forth the help which 
guilty sinful man needs. It is in God as revealed in 
Christ Jesus only that our hope is found. It is noble 
to be morally earnest, upright, and sincere. But these 
sins of ours — what can take them away but Christ's 
atoning blood 1 That merited wrath — what can pro- 
pitiate it but Christ's effectual intercession] That 
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deep and desperate moral depravity which is in all our 
hearts — ^what can remove it but the renewing grace of 
the Holy Ghost, purchased by our atoning Savour? 
The strength to mortify aU the deeds of the body — 
where shall we find this but in the treasury of Christ's 
grace 1 Xo ! we poor sinners can never do without 
trusting in and pleading His precious blood, without 
making his imputed righteousness the foundation of all 
our faith and hope. "We look to Him as our sanctifica- 
tion, just because He is our righteousness and life. We 
walk in His Spirit only because we live in His Spirit ; 
and our most self-denied and never wearying labours 
are unto Him who loved us and gave Himself for us." 

The Old To^vn Congregation will be interested 
in this allusion to themselves at that period of their 
history : — " But now, beloved friends, you are looking 
for some special reference to the interesting and happy 
circumstances in which we are this night placed. 
Nearly seventeen months ago I came among you an 
utter stranger, compelled by broken health to retire from 
that work amongst the heathen of Bengal to which I 
had thought to consecrate my life. I need not now 
refer to the difficulties and anxieties of various kinds, 
some of them very heavy, through which I have been 
called to pass. But I must speak most gratefully and 
affectionately of the singularly kind and cordial wel- 
come with which I have been greeted almost everywhere 
amongst you. I have often blessed God for the pre- 
cious encouragement thus afforded me. I have found 
here Christian friends who have become very dear to 
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me. Still more : I would humbly say, to tlie praise 
and glory of God, that the truth spoken in weakness 
has been owned by Him, I have no doubt, to the salva- 
tion of some immortal souls. I have only to mourn 
that my testimony has been so little worthy of my 
blessed Master. Yet, for you and for me, how very 
solemn and abiding the responsibilities for the minis- 
trations of these past months." He then spoke of the 
duties resting on the people of his charge in reference to 
their privileges as members of the Church. The two 
sermons of that day of introduction were printed for 
private circulation among the members of the congrega- 
tion by the kindness of one of themselves, and if the 
pamphlet is still in existence it is well worthy of re- 
perusal. We have no doubt that those best able to 
judge will say that Dr. Smithes language has been pro- 
phetic of all the work of the minister and of the spirit 
in which it has been done, now that it is concluded ; 
and that the pastor sketched the ideal which, by grace 
and wisdom from on High, he was enabled very largely 
to maintain to the end. 

Old Aberdeen, where Mr. Gardiner's lot was now 
cast, close to Aberdeen proper, is a separate Eoyal burgh, 
and has features of its own very distinct ffom its greater 
neighbour. King's College, the buildings of which are 
antique and beautiful, is the most prominent object in 
the town. The place is greatly dependent on the Col- 
lege, consisting mainly of the Professors' dwellings, 
lodging-houses for the students, and tradespeople more 
or less dependent on them. The Cathedral Church of 
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Old Machar stands at the extreme end, and the place 
lies very much under its shadow and influence. With 
its Grammar School, Gymnasium, and College, it pos- 
sesses peculiar advantages for the education of youth, 
and in this respect as well as others, it was greatly valued 
by Mr. Gardiner and his family. Limited in popula- 
tion, and that of the nature described, it could not be 
expected there would be a very large Free Church con- 
gregation in it. During Mr. Gardiner's time, however, 
the Church enjoyed a very fair measure of prosperity, 
considering its locality. Both church and manse were 
loaded with debt, from which it was a heavy work to 
get them freed, but this was happily accomplished, 
mainly through the minister's own exertions. 

The life of a minister in one of our Free Church con- 
gregations is not likely to be very eventful in the or- 
dinary sense of the term, and that of Mr. Gardiner was 
no exception to the rule. The pastoral work is much 
the same from week to week. This is varied by the 
stated communion services, and by assisting brethren on 
such occasions in their churches. He took an active 
part in the ecclesiastical procedure of his Church, and 
was often much exercised by the public questions of the 
day. He was a member, too, of several of the Commit- 
tees of the Church, as the Foreign and the Colonial ; 
and occasional visits to Edinburgh, in the business of 
the Church, were always a pleasure to him. 

Instead of pursuing a detailed narrative, we prefer to 
group together some of the features of the character and 
life of this true minister of Christ, whereby it will be 
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seen how his work was done, and with what lessons the 
doing of it is fraught. 

Of Mr. Grardiner^s personal characteristics, habits, and 
religious feelings, these amongst others will be re- 
melnbered of him : — He was remarkably active. This 
was shown in one way by his early rising. From his 
boy days this was his habit. Much of his study was 
done in the morning. He was apt to be impatient with 
those who were not like himself in this respect. He 
was very exact in all his ways; as to time scrupulously so. 
All his books and papers were kept in most methodical 
order. He had great enjoyment in travelling and in 
admiring the beauties of nature, which he often de- 
scribed with great zest. He had much enthusiasm, 
which showed itself in his friendships. How warm 
these were 1 He lavished his affection on those he 
loved ; so much was this the case that he was liable to 
be disappointed, because he gave so much love that he 
expected too much in return. His conversational powers 
were great. He was strictly upright, hatiug and expos- 
ing crooked ways and tortuous characters. His wil- 
lingness to take trouble for others, and to help as he 
could, even the poorest, was very conspicuous. There 
was a heroism in his nature which gave a nobleness to his 
character. He had great natural courage, and we believe 
would have been afraid of no death to which he had been 
called. He had the stuff in him to march calmly and even 
proudly to the stake had this been necessary. Indeed he 
said to his eldest son, in allusion to recent controversies, 
** I'm one of the old school I delight in the old paths. 

4 
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I had rather be a Covenanter than a critic." It has 
been remarked that in his later sermons he spoke often 
of the martyrs. There was added to this a loving ten- 
derness in his spirit which showed itself in his looks 
and tones, as 'well as sympathising words, and which 
was very engaging. In nothing was he more remark- 
able than in his power of sympathy. But there is one 
trait which predominated over all the rest — we mean 
the power' of love, which was sanctified by grace to 
the one great object, the Lord Himself. The pre- 
vailing feature of his religion, was ardent love to 
the Lord Jesus. The gospel to him was no mere ab- 
stract doctrine, but the setting forth of the grace and 
glory of the Lord the Saviour; and that Gospel re- 
ceived from him the faith of acceptance, and, above 
all, the Lord revealed by it received his sincere adora- 
tion and his heartfelt love. And in this love he could 
never be disappointed in the return, as might be the 
case as regarded his fellow-man. That Lord he loved 
so well a thousandfold repaid it. This was to be seen 
in the remarkably unclouded personal experience he 
had, and in the joy of his soul in the Lord. His was a 
bright, happy, joyous religion. This was quite evident 
It appeared in his sermons, in his prayers, in his con- 
versations, in his letters. He loved much, and the 
Lord blessed him much. " The joy of the Lord " emi- 
nently was " his strength ". How attractive this made 
him as a friend and companion ! And what a charm 
did it give to his services ! 

We have no wish to exaggerate [his good qualities.. 
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He had faults and failings like all. His very virtues 
were sometimes carried to excess. His quick readiness, 
for instance, sometimes might have heen called hasty 
imprdsiveness. But who would care to dwell upon these 
points 1 We rather like to think of him in the great 
lineaments of his likeness to all the saints of God, with 
his own very marked individualities. It is true that 
we had for him a very intense affection, and we judge 
him under the influence of that, hut we feel sure that 
we are giving only a fair estimate of his worth, and in- 
deed that we are under rather than over estimating it. 

The general spirit in which he carried on his loork. 
This will be gathered from the following extracts 
from his diary : — " And so my work for another year 
has ended ! O my God, forgive all my grievous 
shortcomings ! Remember and bless every precious 
soul under my ministry. Interpose Thy grace and 
Thine Almighty arm, and send us times of salvation 
to many, for Christ^s sake.'' "31st December. I 
thank Thee, O Lord' my God and Father, for all 
the strength Thou hast given me this day, and the 
opportunities I have had of declaring to my feUpw- 
sinners Thy glorious Gospel. I have had great freedom 
and enlargement. Be pleased to follow the whole, O 
my God, with Thine abundant blessing to many souls, 
and to the glory of Thy great name. In both services 
I was enabled to be very earnest, and so the year ends. 
"What a year of mercies ! To Thee would I render the 
praise and gratitude of my whole heart. O my Father, 
I know of at least one soul that has been brought to 



52 

Christ, and of others appearing to get saying good. I 
think that I have learned much ; that my own light 
has been brightening, and my knowledge of Thee, O 
my Saviour, has been increasing. May I be working 
as one looking for Thy coming." " Preached this fore- 
noon with great felt power and solemnity, from Acts 
ii. 37. Felt a good deal in the morning as if Emanuel 
was not far off, and might make His glorious appearance 
among us this day, and I think certainly there was felt 
by others the power of His presence." When the 
alterations on the church were completed, on which he 
had set his mind, and which added greatly to the com- 
fort both of the minister and people, he wrote: — "Well, 
may the Lord give us many happy and prosperous days 
in it, and glorify His blessed name in the salvation of 
many precious souls." " Preached this forenoon with 
extraordinary comfort and enlargement, from Acts xiv. 
9. Felt in a very tender and solemn state, and I 
was enabled to set forth mu^h of the grace and love of 
Jesus, and of the love of God in the gift of His Son. 
In the evening, from 1st Peter iv. 17, the power that 
seemed to accompany the sermon impressed myself, 
though I had not had a high idea of it beforehand. 
Altogether, I would incline to think this has been one of 
the best days of my ministry for long, or rather ever. 
Lord, let there be great glory to Thy name. I had a 
very touching note put into the •plate by one whose 
heart the Lord had touched. The after meeting was very 
nice. Four remained to be spoken to. Lord, I would 
humbly commend the whole work to Thee, and I thank 
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Thee for the strength given me." " Praise to the Lord 
for the way in which I have been strengthened and 
carried through to-day. I had great strength and 
liberty in the forenoon in preaching to a fine congrega- 
tion, from 1st Cor. ii. 5 ; much power and solemnity 
seemed to be felt, and great tenderness, when I was lec- 
turing on the Prodigal Son. I had a fine class, and in 
the evening a very fair congregation for the first Sabbath 
of the month. Preached from John vi. 45, with much 
comfort. Altogether, it has been a good day, if Thou, 
O Lord, my gracious God, will now add Thine own 
blessing to my dear people, and glorify Thy name, and 
build up Thy cause here. Forgive aU my shortcomings 
for Jesus* sake." 

Such entries are varied by others of a somewhat 
different nature, showing that he had, like others, his 
times of depression, though his abiding sense of the 
Lord's favour and his natural buoyancy, led him soon to 
surmount these : — " Had considerable freedom, and the 
sermon was very interesting, but somehow I had not 
much of a sense of the Lord's presence towards the close 
of the service, for which I desire to be deeply humbled 
Yet be pleased, Lord, to bless the message, and for- 
give the sin which has mingled with the delivery of 
it." He was readily influenced and impressed by his 
surroundings at the moment, which tended to give 
great vividness to all his remarks, and much feeling in 
aU his addresses. 

The spiritual condition of the town always sadly 
affected him, and led him to much soul exercise before 
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the Lord. Thus he wrote in 1873, after two weeks of 
special evangelistic meetings had been held, during the 
earlier part of which there had been tokens of interest, 
but the latter part he felt to be very disheartening : — 
" Very low all this forenoon, and depressed about this 
place, and the seeming failure of all our efforts this 
week. No answers to fervent prayer seem vouch- 
safed. I confess I have given way to much unbelief. 
God, pardon me I Thou knowest my weakness, 
and that I am placed here in most trying circum- 
stances. help me to draw near to Thee, and to abide 
more in the sunshine of Thy love." These extracts 
show most truthfully the deep spirituality of mind — 
the humility — ^the tenderness, and yet the faith and 
confidence in which he habitually carried on his work 
for the Lord. 

His public services. The people of his charge will 
remember how much he valued the Psalms of Scrip- 
ture, and with what great power Mid unction he was 
accustomed to give out his favourites (for all ministers 
feel drawn to some more than others) to be sung in the 
congregation. The deeply solemn and yet happy tones 
in which he would read — 



and^ 



** Tliy statutes, Lord, are wonderful. 
My soul them keeps with care." 

** let my soul live, and it shall 
Give praises unto Thee ; 
And let thy judgments gracious 
Be helpful unto me." 
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OP, 



** My hands to Thee I stretch ; my soul 
Thirsts as dry land for Thee ; 
Haste, Lord, to hear, my spirit fails ; 
Hide not thy face from me. " 

will not soon be forgotten. 

His public prayers were marked by the same features 
as those he offered in private and in his family, and we 
are persuaded also in his own closet. To say that they 
were earnest utterances is not enough to describe them. 
Lofty often, and always deeply solemn, they were 
marked by great naturalness. They were spoken with 
great fervour, and often heartfelt emotion. But they 
were characterised chiefly by manifest conscious dealing 
with the Lord, and frank confidence with his Heavenly 
Father. His free and ready speech, and great power in 
prayer, were often commented on by strangers, and were 
well known by the people of his own flock. They must 
often now recall the pleading tones of his voice, when 
he would cry to the Lord, " Wilt Thou not revive us 
again ^ Wilt Thou not visit this people with Thy sal- 
vation, and fill our hearts with gladnesjl" His spiri- 
tual power in prayer grew stronger as he neared the 
end. This feature specially distinguished the last year 
of his ministry. Thus his was not a stereotyped spirit, 
but he went " from strength to strength " as he ripened 
for the communion and praise of Heaven. 

His preaching was marked by many excellent charac- 
teristics. He was very diligent in his preparations. 
For many years he was accustomed to be in his study 
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before five o^clock in the mornings of four days in the 
week, and after attending to the concerns of his own 
soul, these early quiet hours were given to the pulpit. 
He has left 1040 carefully written-out lectures and ser- 
mons, the fruit of the Old Town study, which is an 
average of 70 in the year. Although he had consider- 
able facility in expression, he always carefully considered 
the statements he made from the pulpit, and wrote 
them out in a clear, bold style of writing, whether he 
read what he had written, or delivered the substance of 
it. The sermons were all unique discourses, not mere 
addresses, having their beginning, middle and end, in 
logical and natural order, As we have seen from the 
specimen in the introduction of his ministry, the great 
subject, in all its wonderful variety, which engaged him 
was " Christ, and Him crucified". He dwelt on the 
points which interested himself most, as the all-suffi- 
ciency of the Lord Jesus, and the joy of believers in 
Him. Latterly his people remarked how very often 
he referred to death and to Heaven. His appeals were 
fervid and faithful. Perhaps one of the leading 
features of his preaching was for the most part its happy 
joyous strain. This was pre-eminently his own tone of 
spirit, and he was true to it in everything he did. He 
lured to Heaven by showing the blessedness of the way 
thither. He preached both doctrine and practice, but not 
ordinarily in an abstract way. He preached doctrine 
practically, and practice doctrinally. Thus he sought 
his people should be, through the ordinances he was 
privileged to dispense to them, first taught in the 
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Word, then converted by grace to God, and after-, 
wards confirmed in the truth, filled with the Spirit, 
strengthened in faith, consecrated in holiness, em- 
boldened in zeal, comforted in bright and blessed 
hope of the future, and thus meantime also thoroughly- 
furnished unto good works. The Sabbath was a real 
day of labour to him, but it was also a day of great de- 
light. Often when he lay down at night he would say, 
" Well, I'm tired, tired ! but it's a happy thing to be 
preaching Christ ". 

His pastoral work also claims attention. Of his visits 
he kept a nota^ in his diary, and summed up their 
number from time to time. The last summation made 
was on 19th May, 1877, when it stood at 3170 pastoral 
visits, and 3289 to the sick and afflicted — making 6459 
connected with his Old Town work. This was at the 
rate of 430 in the year — a very considerable number, 
and showing commendable diligence in this department 
of labour. But it is to the nature of it more than to its 
extent we draw attention. He made his visitation a 
part of his ministry as really as he did his pulpit ser- 
vices. And there cannot be a doubt that it was a part 
as much, if not more valued by the people, than any 
other. He had a very genial kindly way of dealing with 
the members of his flock. He made them his personal 
friends, and won their hearts by warm interest. The 
remembrance of his intercourse with them is very fra- 
grant. The pastoral visitation was mostly carried on in 
the evenings, when he read the Word, addressed in a 
free conversational way, and prayed with each family. 



58 

He spoke on these occasions with earnestness and affec- 
tion, to the conscience and the heart. This part of his 
work was not performed in any official or perfunctory 
spirit, but with painstaking prayerful effort, and often 
with not a little physical exhaustion. His power of 
sympathy made him a very welcome consoler in times 
of trouble — whatever was its cause. He could thoroughly 
enter into the distress with which he came in contact, 
and had the happy art of being able to present just such 
heavenly truth as would, in a season of affliction, be 
best for profit and comfort. The large number of special 
visits made to the sick and otherwise afflicted, compared 
with the size of his congregation, is explained by the 
fact that he was called to many a sick and dying bed 
beyond his own people. The memory of those visits 
will long linger in many a household. A frequent visitor 
among the Old Town families has said of his removal, 
" I have seen as many tears in the houses of Established 
Church people as of his own ". 

The Prayer Meeting, This was held regularly on the 
Wednesday evenings, and the service was a source of 
real pleasure to himself. This is evident from diary 
entries, such as, " Prayer meeting thin, yet greatly 
helped ; the Word much opened up to myself ". 
"Prayer meeting in the evening delightful— good at- 
tendance. Never had, I think, more sweet enlarge- 
ment." The comparative smallness of the numbers 
attending was a disappointment to him. This, however, 
he very much got over, and was enabled not to allow 
it to interfere with his own calm enjoyment, and the 
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profit of those who valued it. It was at that meeting 
he gave out the richest of his own religious experience, 
and often his own holy joy was very evident One in- 
cident has come to our knowledge about the prayer 
meeting, which should encourage those carrying on such 
services to persevere, even though the attendance should 
be disappointing. A beloved member of Mr. Gardiner's 
own family tells that it was at the prayer meeting he 
received amongst his first serious impressions. His 
father, in the course of the service, said, " My beloved 
is mine, and I am his ". He spoke these well known 
words in a tone of perfect confident assurance and of 
ecstatic joy. It was the way in which he poured out 
his soul in triumphant gladness at the thought expressed 
that went to the heart and produced the feeling — " that 
is what I cannot say ". For the salvation of this be- 
loved one he had often prayed ; and now it was coming, 
unknown to himself, through a channel which he often 
thought the bulk of the people might have more appre- 
ciated. How strengthening is the promise, " In due 
season we shall reap, if we faint not ". How delightful 
is the reaping in such a case as this, when it is in a field 
so near to the heart as the minister's own home I Those 
who attended this meeting were richly rewarded, and 
none miss their minister more than his prayer -meeting 
people. In illustration of his own interest in this ser- 
vice, and of the sort of truth he delighted to pour out 
when conducting it, we quote from a letter written to 
an absent member of his household towards the close of 
his work : — " We had a very nice prayer meeting last 
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night, and I had much enlargement in speaking about 
the disciples (Mark vi. 46-56) being left for a time quite 
in the dark and alone by their Master, and yet all the 
while He was praying for them, and looking upon them 
toiling and rowing in the storm — the dismal darkness 
outside being an emblem of the painful sorrowful dark- 
ness within them. Yet what lessons were to be taught 
them ! What views were they to get that very night 
of their Master^s glory ! And now things are left to 
look very dark to us oftimes, yet all the while our 
loving Lord is looking on us, and interceding for us. 
It is a great thing to have our hearts filled with the 
assurance of the everlasting, unchanging, and unfailing 
love of our Eedeemer, into whose hands all things have 
been committed by His Father. Aye, and when our 
darkness is due to the permitted assaults and buflfetings 
of the great Enemy, the more abundant and sweet 
will be the revelations of our Lord's mercy." 

His kindly benevolence was very largely developed. 
The poor miss him terribly. TVe are told that to many 
he was their only friend. He helped not a few from his 
own small purse, and he greatly rejoiced to be the 
almoner of others who were more able. Such an entry 

as this occurs frequently in the diary : — " Gave 

£1 — she's in trouble with her landlord." " Took some 

tea to poor widow ." He spared no personal 

trouble to help the very poorest he could do anything 
to benefit. A well-known Christian lady, for whom he 
acted in the way of helping and counselling some poor 
families, wrote of him after his removal : — " The small 
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part that I know of his doings are but specimens of the 

rest, but if there were none but the poor and 

, his conduct to them would be enough to show 

how he was imbued with the spirit of the Master. I 
know not what they will do without him, and there 
must be numbers who feel the same." The deacon of 
his own church who took round the money collected 
for the poor of the congregation on the Communion 
Sabbath, which was the week before he died, an office 
which he had always gladly done himself, met with such 
evidences of sorrow shown by the very poorest, that he 
was quite unmanned, and said, " I thought I knew him 
and what he was, but I see I had no idea". Thus in 
genuine kindly benevolent action did he serve himself 
heir to the blessing of the King, " Inasmuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye 
have done it unto me ". 

His l&ve to and care for the young. This was always 
conspicuous, but especially during the later period of his 
life. In his visitations he took special notice of the 
children, and was greatly gratified when any of them 
repeated to him a psalm or a passage of Scripture. He 
did not approve of separate meetings for children during 
the ordinary service hours on the Lord's Day. But 
neither did he approve of the neglect of the young by 
the minister in the ordinary services of the sanctuary. 
For some time he explained shortly the Scripture Sab- 
bath School lesson before his sermon ; and did this in 
a way suited both to inform the teachers and to be 
understood by the children. "When dividing his sub- 
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ject he would say, " Now, will the cnildren notice my 
heads 1 " and all through the service he let fall bits 
for the little ones. A great subject with him latterly 
wa& family religion. He urged on his people the privi- 
lege and duty of family worship, and the training of 
children in the fear of the Lord. In this lay his great 
hope for the future. In the very last week that he was 
at his work he said to a member of his own family, " I 
am very much concerned just now about family reli- 
gion. O that I could impress my people with the im- 
portance of this — bringing up the children in the nur- 
ture and admonition of the Lord." At the same time 
he was very happy in his intercourse with children, who 
generally took to him, so that they were friends. It 
was his love for them that drew forth theirs to him, 
and made them instinctively confide in him. Thus he 
carefully and lovingly tried to follow his Divine Mas- 
ter's exhortation, not only to " Feed my sheep," but 
also to " Feed my lambs," whilst his love to the Master 
Himself incited to diligence in kindly endeavours to in- 
terest and profit the little ones of his flock. 

This leads us naturally to notice domestic traits of 
interest, as shown in Mr. Gardiner's home life. In this 
field his genuine Christian, loving nature, shone most 
conspicuously. What he was as a husband, a father, and 
a master, it would be impossible to describe. What we 
are most anxious to bring out is, that his religion shone 
brightest in his own home, and amongst his own friends. 
Especially as a parent we delight to dwell, in remembrance, 
on the love he had for his children. He entered warmly 
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into all that concerned and interested them, so that they 
returned his love with more than usual heartiness. But 
he was most anxious ahout their spiritual wellheing ; 
lovingly seeking to guide them into the way of life. 
On this suhject let us see the natural outflowing of his 
heart in his own words : — In the diary at data 1st 
January, 1869, he wrote : — " This year has opened on 
us with abounding mercies : our beloved children are 
well. my God, may we all begin it with Thee ! and 
so continue it, and end it, if spared. And oh ! may it 
be a year of blessing and grace to our own souls, and 
to the souls of our people. Had a very nice prayer 
meeting, crowded, in the Session House." To his oldest 
son, after he had gone to Edinburgh, he wrote : — " I 
felt somewhat sad after parting with you yesterday 
morning, feeling that your path now in life is separate 
from mine. And so are all life's joys mingled and 
abridged, and finally ended. iN'othing wiU satisfy us 
but those hopes and joys that all the changes of time 
cannot touch." 

We cannot show the intense love of his heart for his 
children more vividly than by the extracts in the diary 
touching the illness and death of an infant eight months 
old, in the year 1872. We have already had proofs of 
this in connection with the death of his first born, Mary, 
in Calcutta, and we will now see the same repeated in 
regard to dear little Ewart. This child was named in 
remembrance of the Rev. Pr. Ewart, of Calcutta, Mr 
Gardiner's fellow-labourer in Bengal, for whom lit had 
a very sincere regard, and of whom he often spoke with 
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warm affection. We extract what follows : — •" 21st 
May. — Dear Little Ewart is very ill to-day. He has 
had a bad night, and I must give up all thoughts of 
going to Edinburgh for the present. 22nd. — Our dar- 
ling has had another bad night, and is really very ill. 
He is greatly changed, and yet he is taking food and 
keeping it ; and so we cling to hope. Felt much com- 
fort and strength in giving him up to the Lord. He 
has been a sweet bright sunbeam in our home, and has 
had a happy little life on earth ; and if the Lord now 
take him, it will be to the perfectly happy life of 
Heaven, and so I trust we are able to say, * Thy wiU be 
done.' 23rd. — Our sweet little Ewart has left us this 
day for Heaven. He died at a quarter past eight this 
morning, quietly and peacefully. Our last hopes hinged 
upon his having a good quiet night, but soon after mid- 
night he had a bad fit of purging, and though he had 
some hours of quietness afterwards through opiates, soon 
after five it was evident the change was coming. Trem- 
blings or quiverings came over him. There was ap- 
parently no consciousness, or at least little. He moaned 
and sighed, and once or twice gave a little cry. I had 
been down at family worship, committing him into the 
arms of the Good Shepherd, and when I ran up he was 
almost gone. ' Of such are the kingdom of Heaven.' 
What a sweet pet he has been ! and we desire to say, 
* The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away ; blessed 
be the name of the Lord.' There is no bitterness, no- 
thing to regret, but just our own loss, and the blank 
will be very great ; the change in the house agai^ great. 
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Bat Lord do Thou sanctify it to us all. 24th. — It looked 
all like a dream when I awoke again this morning in 
our own room, with things in their ordinary way ; it 
was difficult to think it a reality. Our darling brought 
down to our room, and passing through his death-sick- 
ness there, and then leaving us — gone for ever from this 
earth ! How sweet and lovely our darling looks in his 
last sleep ! How precious to us it is to think that his is 
the sleep Jesus gives to His beloved, and that he is with 
Himself. Saturday. — The funeral day of our beloved 
sweet little Ewart. We have laid his remains to rest 
in the churchyard till the resurrection morn shall come, 
whilst we know that he himself is with the Lord. It 
was a sore trial to close the coffin lid upon his lovely 
face, and take our last look of him on earth. And yet 
Thy glorious hope, blessed Jesus, sustains us. It was 
hard to lay him in the cold grave, to see the turf laid 
over him — the sweet darling so recently among us, the 
object of our tenderest love and care, the source of so 
much joy to us. But then * this corruptible must put 
on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immor- 
tality," and as surely as Jesus died and rose again, so 
surely shall they who have been sleeping in Him rise to 
life eternal and heavenly glory. Dear lamb, he seems 
just ta have been like a little angel visitant !" If these 
extracts show less poignancy of grief than he exhibited 
when his first-bom was taken from him, they show as 
real and as intense a love, though chastened by a long 
experience both of mercies and of trials. 

Many other evidences might be cited of his lively 

5 
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interest in the spiritual welfare of his own family. As 
illustrative of this, and because so like the writer, as 
well as so excellent in itself, we add some extracts from 
a letter to his eldest son, in whose spiritual state he 
had had such pleasure and , interest, and who was 
then temporarily employed in a lawyer's office in Edin- 
burgh, of date 29th January, 1877. After referring to 
a paper he had written on Cornelius the Centurion, 
and sent to his father for perusal, he said : — " I am 
glad you should have such things to do in connection 
with your Fellowship Meeting, and I hope you will con- 
tinue to find more and more profit from it. But, above 
all things I would say, live in Christ : feed your soul 
daily upon Him. All things here change and fail us. 
The world changes to us. Christian friends leave us. 
The sweetest and most profitable fellowships come to 
an end. The most precious teachers do not abide with 
us. A never ceasing parting is going on. But Christ 
never fails. He is our all : all to live on, and comfort 
ourselves with : our Grand Hope. May He thus ever 

make up your very life T trust you will, 

through grace and wisdom, develop into a character 
that will more and more glorify Christ. Nothing 
elevates like the Spirit of Christ; nothing gives strength 
like the living by faith upon Him : nothing keeps from 
mistakes and errors and folly like the walking with 
Him. I have sometimes great ideas of what you may 
be as a Christian man of business, in the usefulness you 
may exhibit, and the high principle, doing life's work 
as a Christian man. Christ's Servants have thus a 
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noble field in which to serve Him, and advance llis 
cause in the world, and I am sure there have always 
been, and are now many such men in Edinburgh. I 
have been reading the ' Disruption Worthies,' and I 
think I have been, upon the whole, quite as much 
touched with the beauty of character, and tlie grace of 
the Christian laymen in it as with those of the ministers. 
. . . , You have got to serve Christ in your office. 
How can you do that best 1 In how many ways can 
you do it 1 Well, in that business office, where you are 
for business, the first thing is the business, doing this 
in the eamestBess, the thoroughness, the efficiency 
which your Saviour claims from you ; doing daily work 
for the best of all Masters* But it is not to end here. 
If a man is not good at his loorh of course he won't 
have so much influence when he speaks of religion ; but 
if he is, with what power will he often speak. Now I 
have known young men under strong religious feeling 
think they should leave a secular calling to enter the 
ministry. And they have done it, and yet not been 
so useful as if they had remained at their work in shop 
or office. I have found, for instance, sometimes, that 
they never particularly sought the salvation of their 
associates and companions : they rather wanted to be 
out and away from influences and associations that they 
deemed trying to their religious feelings ; and so they 
thought by becoming students and then ministers, they 
would secure this, and at the sametime be more useful 
and happier. Well ! I would always question whether 
Christ was really calling to the ministry — to the work 
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of labouring to save souls — any one who was not 
already putting his hand to this, i7i the opportunities 
CJirist was already giving him in the position in which, 
in His providence. He had already placed him. Now I 
think, you may have great opportunities of doing good, 
by the grace of Christ, if you are filled taith His Spirit, 
in your office. You know I am not speaking in ignor- 
ance of difficulties, or of the much that may be needed. 
But by cultivating more and more communion with God, 
all your need will be supplied, and you will be able to 
do all things through Christ strengthening you. See 
how Cornelius did his work, and spread such a blessed 
influence around him." 

We think it well here to introduce another and very 
marked feature in the life and labours of Mr. Gardiner, 
his catholicity of spirit. He had very strong convic- 
tions as to the right and wrong of different denomina- 
tions of Churches and varieties of creeds, but he had 
also a happy largeness of heart, which gave him 
sympathies far beyond the sphere of his own eccle- 
siastical connection, and made him rejoice in the welfare 
and success of aU who loved and served our common 
Lord. This was the more noticeable from his zealous 
conservation of every pin of his own tabernacle, and 
his defence of his own Church, strong and determined, 
when occasion called for it. In proof of this, his eldest 
son mentions that when speaking to him about the 
spiritual independence of the Church, he said it was not 
true that the Established Church was as independent 
as the Free. " The point is," he said, " that weprotesi^ 
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and if necessary we would go to the scaffold before we 
would give it up. Ah, yes ! and that I feel is a 
principle worth dying for"; whilst his look and quick 
breath showed he spoke in earnest. But he was truly 
Catholic too. This spirit was evidenced in hearty co- 
operation in 'good works with all with whom he could 
associate, as in popular courses of lectures, and in united 
prayer meetings, which he organised. It was easily seen 
in his familiar conversation. It shows itself in such 
remarks as these in a letter to a student friend who was 
residing for a time in 1874: in the town of jN"ewcastle : — 
" I was greatly interested by the account of all you met 
with in Newcastle. It must have been delightful to 
fall in with those good Baptists, and have fellowship 
with them in the Lord. It is one of the things we learn 
by going from home, how, though people may be 
separated by distance, by outward circumstances and 
Church distinctions, there is after aU the one loving 
happy bond between all who know and love the Lord 
Jesus. I have often experienced it in my travels and 
wanderings in different parts of the world. Always 
that name of Jesus so sweet to the believer ; that hope 
Jie has given so precious." A minister of another 
communion from his wrote thus of him to Mrs. 
•Gardiner after he was gone : — ** Your departed husband's 
Catholic ; sympathies, and earnestness of character, and 
unshrinking devotion to truth and to Christ's cause, will 
make his name and memory long fragrant among all who 
knew him." 
. Thia sketch of ; the spirit in which the work of Mr. 
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Ganiiner in the Old Town was carried on, rather than 
details of the work itself, would he incomplete, if 
notice were not taken of his diligence in seeking and 
ttinniiPi A>»/fe for Christ, We helieve that more than 
in most ministers he was enahled to keep the great aim 
of leading sinners to the SaTiour in view in all his 
work. This was the main ohject especially of his 
preaching. His greatest dehght was found in seeing 
signs of persons heing hrought under concern about 
their salvation, and hopefully resting on the Lord Jesus 
as their Saviour. His greatest sorrow, either when he could 
see no enquirers among his people, or if any of whom he 
had hope that they were in earnest-, disappointed him. 
The Lord was pleased to use him as the means of salva* 
tion to not a few whose cases are known, and it is very 
interesting to trace them in various ways. Thus in 
31st December, 1870, he wrote in the diary : — " This 
has been a most memorable year to me for two things — 
the conversion of at least four precious souls under my 
ministry, and my own serious and dangerous illness in 
mid-summer. How very marked and merciful and 
gracious have been the Lord's dealings with me— What 
honour, yet what chastening ! my God and Father, 
help me to learn all that Thouwouldst have me from it 
all, and make me a vessel more meet for Thy service." 
Li a letter to a student, in whose spiritual condition 
and training for the ministry he took a deep interest, of 
date 21st September, 1875, he says ;-^". We had a most 
deeply interesting case of conversion in the Old Town 
lately, a Mrs, — - — ■ — . Her father-in-few asked me 
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to go and see her, as he believed she was dying. I 
found her a respectable-like person. I had known her 
and spoken to her before. She thought she had made 
her peace with God and was willing to go. But I was 
soon satisfied she was not upon the rock, and spoke to 
her as such, and especially about nothing of our own 
entering, in the least degree, into the grounds on which 
we are justified by God. I took the case of a poor 
slave trying to add a miserable copper or two to the 
great heap of shining gold his friend who had^come to 
ransom him had paid down, in illustration of the folly 
of the sinner thinking he can add to what Chiist has 
already done for us. She seemed much struck, and I 
left her evidently thinking. When I went back a few 
days after, what a change there was ! Joy was glisten- 
ing in her eye and beaming in every feature. ' Oh ! 
Mr. Gardiner,' she said, ' God has opened my eyes. 
He has given me the light. I understand now all about 
what you said — that about the gold and the poor miser- 
able coppers ! That is just what I was always trying — 
trying to be good and do my best, and I never saw how 
Christ had done everything. ! I see it now and am so 
happy.' And so on she went in a perfect rapture with 
all the joy of one who has certainly got hold of life 
eternal. She was seeing the work of Christ clearly, 
and was especially full of this, that God had given her 
the light. And oh ! how she drank in the Word as I 
read and spoke with her about the work accomplished 
on Calvary. I asked some Christian friends to go and 
see her, who were powerfully impressed. They thought 
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they had never seen any one so happy in Jesns. And 
this case continued to the last She lived about six 
weeks. I had to leave for the country, but our good 
Bible-woman told me h^ growth in grace was most 
marked ; and I heard how, to all her friends and neigh- 
bours she never lost an opportuniny of telling them 
what the Lord had done for her. She Ttas very full of 
gratitude. Once when asking me what she could do 
for him, I said, * speak of His grace to you to every 
one you can, and tell them it is what th^ need also ; 
and what you will thus do on your deathbed for Him 
will not be little.' And she literally did sa At length 
she fell asleep without a cloud, going away into the 
everlasting brightness and joy of His presence — a 
precious soul saved to be for ever a jewel in His crown.'* 
Llany other instances of the manifest seals of an 
accepted ministry that are known to survivors might be 
given, and doubtless there are very many that are un- 
known. We like to trace these up to his making it 
his constant aim to win souls to Christ — ^for how true 
is it that we generally get what we look for — and to his 
earnest prayers for this best success in his work. There 
is often such an entry as this in his diary : — " May the 
Lord endue me with more of His own Spirit, and make 
me a vessel of mercyi and a messenger of life and peace, 
to all my dear people. The time is short" 

Mr. Gardiner made himself very useful in correspond- 
ence. He wrote naturally and easily. His brotherly 
letters were always a treat His consolatory letters, 
most sympathetic and heavenly. He excelled in writ-; 
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ing such letters as interested, and at the same time in- 
structed and edified. Some examples of such letters 
have already been given. A few sentences may be 
added from more of the series, written over a number 
of years, to the student friend in whom he took such a 
lively interest, and from which already quotations have 
been made. " It gave me great pleasure to hear from 
you now nearly three weeks ago, and to see how you 
are getting grace to cleave to the Lord, and gathering 
strength to bring forth some fruit to the glory of His 
name. It is good to be so cleaving and growing. ^ The 
more we see in and of Christ, the more do we see to 
knit us closer and more tenderly to Him. He so loves 
us, and has done, and is to do so infinitely much for us. 
"\Ve never can think highly enough of His love or of 
the gifts He has to give. TVe can never return to Him 
such gratitude as He is worthy of. And yet it may be, 
and is our happiness to know and do something of all 
tjiia. Our life is in doing so ; and oh, what a happy 
and exalted life it is, with very foretastes of heaven in 
it ! I am glad to hear about your prayer meetings and 
classes. Go forward, I would say, dear friend, in the 
strength of the Lord God. He wiU fill you more and 
more with His Spirit, and be a mouth and wisdom to you; 
^d give you to see He is with you in it : that it is 
indeed His work. If you are the means of bringing 
one soul to Jesus, and there may be not one but many, 
yhat a joy and honour and reward ! Always study well 
what you are to say. Get as great a hold as you can of 
the truth with your own heart : speak then .pf what 
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you yourself have become full ; and then you -will speak 
with power, and tenderness, and solemnity, and earnest- 
ness." " I trust and pray you may erer have the Word 
of Christ dwelling in you richly in all wisdom. Hia 
word — that is, His whole heart and mind and will as 
He has given them to us. That will be your heart 
coming much into communication with His heart ; your 
mind being cast into the mould of His mind ; and you 
will be more and more in conformity, tenderly and 
happily, with His. And tJ^cellinj, see to that^ having a 
home with God — keeping house with God. Xot now 
and then having some victory merely ; but keeping out 
strangers that had better not be admitted. Thus you 
will more fully realise that you are Christ's, and that 
He is yours ; and His glory, what this is, will open up 
more and more to you. And richly, very fully, permeate 
the whole life. And that ' in all wisdom' — in great 
elevation of character ! thus fitting you for being a good 
witness for Him." " I am very glad you have been 
continuing to feel so comfortable and happy in your 
present sphere. I trust also useful — owned and 
blessed of God. It is very comforting for us to realise 
that we ever have it in our power to serve and glorify 
Him ; that we are never without opportunities of servica 
But our strength for service is our abiding in Christ ; 
and oh ! what is He to us ? Xo words suffice to 
answer. That infinite fuUness — that glorious grace — 
that everlasting love — ^that matchless beauty so overpass 
our utmost conceptions ! It seems however all summed 
up in this, that He is our life ; and what 2l life for 
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blessedness, and security, and strength, and joy. 
Matters here go on tolerably well I have much com- 
fort in some of my visiting, and often in my public 
services, and tokens that the Lord is working in the 
midst of us. We are to have Mr. George Miiller, of 
Bristol, in our Church to-morrow evening." 

These are some of the more prominent features of the 
character and labours of Mr. Gardiner's ministry in Old 
Aberdeen. It was pre-eminently a Christian ministry, 
the great object of which was to exalt the Saviour, and 
to see men humbled, yet trustful, at His feet. To this 
he very conscientiously brought his powers to bear, 
amid many disappointments and trials, but with no 
small encouragement and success. The Lord was with 
him and blessed him greatly. And never more so 
than towards the close. His life, not stirring as to 
outward incidents, but full of love and usefulness in 
his quiet sphere, glided swiftly on — the end, so far as 
service here is concerned, being nearer than was 
anticipated. Let the writer and the readers of this 
memorial learn that the Lord " having given to every 
man his work," it becomes us to labour as those who 
know not when the working day will be done, and that 
too a day, the issues of which will tell in the ever- 
lasting condition it may be of many. 



Chapter IV. 
THE LAST YEAR 



** Let us onward move with Jesus, 

In His footsteps, e'en though slow ; 
In the world, the world denying. 

On the narrow pathway go. 
Let us to yon bri;:ht home hasten 

Though on earth, our hearts above, 
Clinging unto none but Jesus, 
Proving faith by deeds of love. 

Faithful Jesus, be with me. 
Go before, I follow Thee I " 

It has often been observed in the lives of God's saints 
that, before the Lord removes them from this earthly- 
scene, there is a manifest ripening of their spiritual 
nature. The life of ]VIr. Gardiner was no exception. 
During his last years there was a most evident mellow- 
ing of his whole being. It was often remarked of him 
bow tender and loving his spirit was. !N'ot only did he 
often directly speak of Heaven, but it was very clear 
that he was breathing a very . heavenly atmosphere. 
His morning hours, for he continued to be an early 
riser to the end, spent in great part with the Lord, 
fostered this. A brother minister said of him after he 
was gone that, of all the ministers he knew, no one was 
evidently ready for heaven as he had been. One 
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effect of this was tliat Christ Himself seemed to have 
become more peculiarly precious to him, and this led 
to very hearty commendations of Him as he had oppor- 
tunities. The members of his family remember how ho 
would casually remark that he had had such a nice 
solemn talk with such a one on the stair, or in the 
train, or on the road. Many have since his death tes- 
tified to his earnest loving faithfulness to thorn in these 
last days. A Divinity Student has written : " His last 

words to me were, * Dear , in all your studies live 

near to Christ. ** Another said, " I remember well his 
last visit. There was such an atmosphere of holiness 
around him. There was no mistaking whom he served. 
Love to his Master seemed to pervade his whole being." 
Many of the people of his own congregation observed 
that latterly not only did he preach often on such sub- 
jects as death and Heavenr, but that both in the pulpit 
and elsewhere it seemed to be natural for him to turn 
readily to such themes. Not a few spoke of this, and 
some took it as an indication of the time of his own 
change being near at hand. A specimen of the manner 
in which he introduced thoughts of heaven to his people 
in the pulpit we give from a sermon preached on 8th 
July, 1877, on (zenesis xxiiL 4 : " I am a stranger and 
a sojourner with you ; give me a possession of a bury- 
ing-place with you that I may bury my dead out of my 
sight ". He showed how Abraham's faith made him a 
stranger and a sojourner ; and yet how it moved him to 
seek secure possession of a burial-place for his family in 
the promised land. In reference to being a stranger 
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and a sojourner he said : "If you have the faith that 
Abraham had, it will not merely take hold firmly and 
thankfully of the hope of righteousness in Christ Jesus 
God holds out to you ; but you will have a peaceful and 
contented spirit in reference to your earthly lot. You 
will become a citizen of heaven ; and your abiding and 
everlasting home, to which your heart will cling with 
tenderest and fondest anticipations, will be there. 
Oh, my dear friends, it is better, is it not, to be going 
to our home, than to be leaving it 1 to be having sun- 
shine and gladness about our thoughts of the solemn 
change of death, because they assuredly reach beyond it 
to that bright world of glory and everlasting happiness, 
than to be having all the good things we know and care 
about here, and then, to have a sore and dark heart be- 
cause of having to leave them all ? You see a little 
bird making its nest upon a building that is about to 
come to the ground, and you look pitifully upon its 
earnest little labours. But what say you of yourself, if 
all the provision you make for yourself is for this life ? 
If you had got notice that a bank was about to fail, and 
you saw a friend going into it to deposit there all his 
hardly earned savings, that were to be his provision in 
the evening of his days, you would rush forward and 
try to prevent him. You would press him, with all 
your friendship and affection, to invest where all would 
be safe and profitable. If you wish to be comforted, 
yea to be happy, about leaving this world and about 
heaven, ask God for all the grace needed to lift up your 
heart from earth to heaven. This is a true test of your 
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faith ; have you by it taken a firmer, a larger, a more 
loving hold of the things of God and of Christ and of 
heaven, than of the things of earth 1 If it has divine 
power in it, it will certainly do this." 

In the summer of 1870, Mr. Gardiner had a very 
serious illness of an inflammatory nature. In the Spring 
of 1873 this was repeated. And again, in the summer 
of 1876, when residing for a time with his family near 
Ballater, he had a sharp illness from which he never after- 
wards fully recovered. During the last year of his life 
he was also affected by a trouble in the knee, which gave 
him much pain and weakness. Perhaps these ailments 
made him more susceptible to the disease which was 
the means of taking him away, and rendered him the 
less able to stand the attack. There can be no doubt 
of the effect of these personal troubles in another 
way. They were greatly the means of the quicken- 
ing: and refining of which we have spoken. The 
discipline was severe, but the profit was great both 
to himself and to others. From the time of the 
latter trouble he looked on his own life as very uncer- 
tain, and not likely to be long. For himself, this gave 
him no concern, except to make him long and hope the 
more for heaven. In its influence on others, it was a 
blessed exercise of the minister's own spirit, which had 
a hallowing effect on them, and chiefly on the members 
of his own family and flock. 

Some things of interest took place during the very 
last years of Mr. Gardiner's life which we must notice, 
but it is not necessary to dwell on them at large. 
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One was the visit of Messrs. Moody and Sankey to 
Aberdeen in June and July, 1873. He attended most 
of the meetings they had, and was greatly interested 
in all the work in which they engaged. ^N'ot only 
was he able to trace beneficial eflTects from their 
labours in his own congregation, but what waa even 
more interesting to him, in his own family. This was 
matter of great joy and praise. At the end of the year 
we find this entry in his diary : " O my Grod, I look 
for thy mercy in Christ Jesus for aU the sin and short- 
coming Thou has seen in me, and I thank Thee grate- 
fully, and with my whole heart, for Thy mercies. They 
have been numberless and very precious to myself, my 
family, and my flock." 

Something must also be noted regarding the condition 
of the Old Town congregation, and some works which 
were carried through for its welfare at this time. Pre- 
viously, there has been notice taken of a load of debt 
which lay upon the church and manse, and of Mr. 
Gardiner's successful eflforts to reduce it What was 
still owing, however, was a heavy burden, chiefly on 
the minister himself, as by it congregational means 
were unduly absorbed. Besides, a grant made for the 
manse by the General Manse Fund of the Free Church 
could not be appropriated till it was cleared of encum- 
brances. It was resolved that a bazaar should be held in 
Aberdeen (at which there was to be no raffling). From 
the esteem of the community for the minister, and their 
desire to help the congregation, the result was a com- 
plete success. This was a time of much anxiety and 
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labour to himself and to his people, but the cordial 

goodwill and help of so many made it very happy. 

The bazaar was held on the 17th and 18th December, 

1874. Mr. Gardiner traced all the prosperity of the 

undertaking to the Lord's goodness. The following notice 

occurs in the diary : " A very memorable time— a time 

of wondrous goodness and mercy from the Lord. All 

doubts and fears disappointed, and most remarkable and 

happy success granted. £595 with subscriptions was 

realised. It is the Lord's doing and marvellous in our 

eyes." The result of the eflPort was that, with the grant 

already alluded to, not only were all encumbrances paid 

off, but the manse was also altered and repaired and 

made thoroughly comfortable. But, in the mysterious 

providence of God, only for a very short time was he 

who had been the chief instrument in its renovation to 

occupy it. 

We have spoken of Mr. Gardiner's love for the young 

of his people and his interest in their spiritual state. His 

own Bible Class had a large share of his heart and prayers. 

The loving gratitude of these young people led them to 

a happy spontaneous exhibition of their feelings which 

was very highly appreciated by their loving teacher. 

To show them how heartily their minister delighted 

in their kindly procedure, we extract the notice of 

it from the diary which follows, which they may 

be sure was the very expression of his heart, as he 

never intended it should see the light : — " 27th March, 

1877, Tuesday, — In the evening had a most remarkable 

meeting and spent about the happiest evening since I 

6 
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came to Old Aberdeen, Was entertaiued to tea by my 
Bible Class, and presented with a most beautiful time- 
piece. Oh ! what happiness and encouragement. Al- 
most 40 were present, and all so happy and kind." 

Of domestic matters there are two about this time 
that also fall to be noticed* 

The one is the death of Mr. Gardiner's aged father, 
of whom there is a short notice previously. This took 
place on 30th December, 1876, in Edinburgh. The 
old man was not only full of days but of heavenly 
meetness for his jchange, leaving a rich legacy of prayer 
for all his children, and especially for his only remain- 
ing son, in whose career he had taken a most lively in- 
terest. This bereavement affected him greatly. When 
the intelligence came to him on I^ew-Year's Day morn- 
ing, a member of his family tells how he stood long with 
his head bowed and then said, " I am the next to the 
grave now ". The entry in the diary is very charac- 
teristic : " This new year has opened upon me very 
sadly. I have received intelligence this morning of my 
father's death. Well, it will make a great change in 
my feelings and position. I am now the next to the 
grave. O God, help me now to consecrate all of life 
that remains to me to Thee, to Thy glory, to doing Thy 
will, and labouring for the advancement of Thy king- 
dom." It is aflfecting to think that within a year, little 
above the mid-time of his days, he followed his aged 
father into the better world- We little thought when 
we met at his father's f uneral, that we would so soon 
attend his own. This was one of the events that brought 
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him very close to the other world, and during the 
months that remained, when grace was greatly needed, 
tended to keep alive that tender humble spirit so marked 
during a time of peculiar trial The shadow of eternity 
seemed to be always over him during these months. 
Those sentences in a letter written about this time, in 
reference to his father's death, show the effect it had on 
him : " I think I have got quickening to be doing more 
with my might what my hands find to do for my Lord. 
And it is not in excess of work I feel at my time of life 
that I am called to redeem the time, so much as the 
doing all things in the Spirit with a daily fresh anoint- 
ing ; so that all I do may be done more according to 
Christ's mind and heart, with more of the tenderness 
and pointedness and wisdom that the daily unction of 
the Spirit will impart." 

Before detailing the principal feature of the events of 
these last months another domestic subject of interest 
must be noticed. His eldest son decided to consecrate 
himself to the ministry. This was to him matter of 
deep interest, much anxiety, and no little thankfulness 
to the Lord. The following extract is from a very 
faithful letter written to him after his final decision had 
been made : — " You will have constantly painful and 
humbling experiences of what human nature is. You 
must make up your mind to receive constantly returns 
little worthy of your labours from man. But you will 
have the most glorious and bountiful and loving of all 
Masters. Eemember this — His you are, redeemed by 
His own blood ; Christ's servant ! What condition. 
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what work in life is to be compared with serving Him 
in His Gospel ? consecrated to the very work for which 
He gave His own life, the winning and saving of souls. 
And what strength and grace may you not count on- 
even aU with which His Spirit can fill you. But now 
what I would most earnestly and affectionately exhort 
you to is : see that you now abide closely in Christ ; 
that you watch and strive and pray against coldness or 
backsliding of heart; against getting into a low or 
carnal tone, such as I fear too many students of divinity 
suffer themselves to be drawn into. Live miieh upon 
your Bible ; seek much communion with God in prayer : 
go deeply into the exercises and experiences of the hidden 
Hfe." Many things in connection with this decision were 
a great joy to Mr. Gardiner. The prospect of having his 
eldest son, more or less, under his own roof for a few 
years, whilst carrying on his studies at the Free Church 
College, Aberdeen, to be a comfort and in many ways 
to help him, was a great pleasure. But still more that, 
of his free choice, and he himself conscientiously be- 
lieving he was following the call and guidance of the 
Lord, this beloved son should give himself to the minis- 
try, was a great joy to him. Now many, for his father's 
sake and for his own, follow him with their prayers 
and good wishes. And, however chequered may be 
his lot, he may have the satisfaction all his life of know- 
ing that there was nothing he could have done at that 
time which could have more brightened his father's last 
days than his decision for the ministry, which had his 
fullest approval, gratitude, and joy. 
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We have now to notice the main work and anxiety 
of the last year of Mr. Gardiner's life. Professor 
"William Eobertson Smith of the Free Church College, 
Aberdeen, is the author of articles on the Bible itself, on 
separate books of it, and on kindred subjects, which have 
given rise to much painful feeling as to the soundness 
of his views, and therefore of his teaching to the 
students, who are to be future ministers of the Church. 
This is not the place to expound or to controvert the views 
of Professor Smith, nor even fully to indicate Mr. Gar- 
diner's opinions of them. But this matter touched him 
80 keenly, occupied so much of his time and thought, 
tried his spirit so much, and brought him so promi- 
nently before the Church, that some allusion to it must 
be made or else the record of the last year of his life 
would lose what should be its most prominent feature. 
We do not forget either that, at the time of writing 
this memorial, the case is not completed, but is under 
the jurisdiction of the courts of the Church. There the 
whole matter involved will be carefully considered, and 
we have no reason but to hope that justice will be done 
to the great truths that are involved, and to him who is 
associated with them. There can be no doubt that since 
the Disruption of 1$43 no matter so momentous has 
stirred the public mind of Scotland, or been brought be- 
fore the courts of the Free Church for their adjudication. 
The matters at issue relate to the great questions of the 
Divine authority of the Word of God, and the Inspira- 
tion of the whole Bible. On these subjects Mr. Gardi- 
ner's mind had been made up since his student days 
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under the teaching of the late lamented Principal 
Cnnningham. He was qnite open to leceive any addi- 
tional light on that or any subject, yet held that theories 
of men are not to npset the Scriptures' own teaching on 
such fundamental points as we have indicated. The 
hearts of ministers and thousands of Christian people 
over the land were deeply moved, and it was feared the 
propagation of such views would have the same evil 
effect on our beloved Church as they have had on the 
Churches in Germany. The General Assembly r^arded 
the matter so seriously as to deprive the Professor of his 
power to teach in the College during the prosecution of 
the case. Mr. Gardiner did what he could to expose 
the evils he believed were involved in such teaching, and 
to pave the way for an effective remedy. What we wish 
to do in connection with this matter is only to indicate 
the spirit in which Mr.* Gardiner was enabled to engage 
in this painful duty, and the effect which it seemed to 
have upon himself. 

The first written notice of it I find is in the Diary 
at 7th March : " Got a telegram announcing that the 
Commission had unanimously sent down Professor 
Smith's case to us. Well, may the Lord be our help. 
May He give wisdom, for it is an anxious prospect 
that we have before us. May He help us to glorify 
Him." That short prayer, we believe, reveals the 
secret motive of all his contendings on this subject. 
He believed that the truth of God was in peril, and 
that only by the Lord's own guidance could he be 
enabled to do his part in the defence of that truth. 



87 

which very clearly it lay to his hand to exert him- 
self to do. 

Then on 12th April there is this entry : " My ordi- 
nation and marriage day ! But what a day this has 
been ! For nine hours have I stood at the table of the 
Presbytery doing battle for the truth. I had much of 
the Lord's strength and felt presence." And again, 19th 
April : " Another weary day of fighting in the Presby- 
tery. Much that was painfuL I have deeper fears 
than I like to express. O Lord, what can we do but 
cast the burden on ThyseK." 

The following is an extract from a letter to his eldest 
son in reference to one of those meetings of Presbytery : 
" I believe I never was enabled in a Church court to 
act as I did. ... I had a strong feeling that the 
wisdom and strength given me were not my ovm, I sat 
between — - — and ■ _ . I was quite calm and 
quiet and spoke little- in private. I just once whispered 

to : * Now it will be grand if we are enabled 

to glorify Christ by all we say and do '. A solemnised 
look came over him, and he was calmed and silent. I 
felt I was about the Lord's work, lifted above human 
excitement, and about as much in His presence as I 
ever was in actual prayer. And I never felt so kindly 
to Professor Smith himself — so free from everything 
like personal feeling ; and that in fact I coidd do nothing 
but what Christ wotdd have me to do" Of another 
meeting he wrote : " I was almost overpowered some- 
times by the sense of the presence of my dear Lord, 
strengthened mightily by Him ". 
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It is unnecessary to state in detail how he came to 
lead on one side in the Presbytery in this case. 
As to this he wrote : " I have had to take such a 
leading part as I never anticipated. I am sure I did 
not wish it, hut begged to be excused when the brethren 
placed the lead in my hands. But so it came to me I 
think from the Master himself ; and I trust, through 
' His grace, I would be willing to do or to bear anything 
for Him." And so, both before the meeting of the 
General Assembly in May, in preparing the case by 
trying to elicit clearly the Professor's views, and after 
the Assembly, in preparing the libel against him, he had 
very onerous and anxious duties to discharge. It is 
not needful to sketch the course the case took before 
the Church Courts. It is enough to say that Mr. 
Grardiner and other members of Presbytery felt it neces- 
saay to take some points up to the Assembly for its 
decision as to preliminary inquiries to be put to Professor 
Smith, which they thought needful to bring out some of 
the principal views he held, but which a majority of the 
Presbytery disallowed. This brought him to the bar of 
the Assembly, along with Principal Brown, when he 
stated his case in a solemn and weighty manner which 
gratified all his friends. The Assembly, by large 
majorities, gave what he wanted. So far his 
conduct of the case was very successful He was 
not a member of the Assembly that year, and there- 
fore took no part in the debate and division which 
took place when Professor Smith's case was under con- 
sideration j but he was entirely satisfied with the result 
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when the Professor was, hy a very large majority, sus- 
pended from the teaching of his class till the grave 
matters concerning his views were dealt with. There 
are very interesting letters extant, written at the time 
of the Assemhly, giving accounts of the proceedings 
and of his feelings relative to them. These are too long 
to insert here, but their prevailing feature is thankful- 
ness to the Lord for what he considered to be the inter- 
position on behalf of His own truth He had been 
pleased to make. He says : " To God be all the praise. 
He has been pleading His own cause, and He will do it 
still. It is very humbling to me that I should have 
been so honoured of Him as to have had such a share 
of the work allotted to me." 

It naturally followed, that when the Presbytery 
resumed the consideration of the case after the Assembly, 
Mr. Gardiner was made Convener of the Com- 
mittee that was appointed to prepare the libel, or judi- 
cial charges, against Professor Smith. This work, 
entailing both labour and anxiety, had been just com- 
pleted when he took the illness of which he died. In 
the meetings of the Committee he had great pleasure 
in all his intercourse with the brethren who acted on 
it along with him, and they were very much united in 
their views and conclusions. 

This work made the summer a most intensely anxious 
time for him. It gave him much study, labour of cor- 
respondence, and consultation. But it was not in 
these his chief troubles lay. He had no difficulty as to 
tjie Professor's published opinions, bringing to bear on 
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tbem a dear insight, much careful thonghtf nl stady, 
and a very Hanctified hnmble reverence for the W<»d of 
God. Nor had he any particular difficulty as to the 
Church's duty in regard to these views. But what 
did give him much concern and not a little grief was 
that, in the Free Church such tenets regarding 
the Bible as were held by Professor Smith were 
taught by a professor within its pale; that they 
were to some extent sympathised in by other pro- 
fessors and some ministers in the Church ; that the 
Professor himself and others, so far supporting him, 
seemed to him to have unworthy views of the import- 
ance of what was involved in them ; and especially that 
he felt himself called on to differ so materially from 
some of the brethren of his own Presbytery ; ministers 
for whom he had true respect and esteem, but of whom 
he thought that they failed to realise the magni- 
tude of the issues at stake. It was this chiefly that 
gave him the sore trial of these busy months which 
closed his work on earth. 

In what spirit did Mr. Gardiner meet this trial of 
his love and patience 1 Enough has already been 
brought forward to show that he was enabled to do so 
in an eminently christian spirit It produced in him 
deep soul exercise, which led him to much prayer and 
waiting uj)on the Lord It is not unduly lifting the 
veil from becoming privacy to say that, even with his 
weakened state of health, he was in Ms study each 
morning by six o'clock, and that servants in the manse, 
and members of his family remarked how much in these 
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early hours they heard his voice in earnest prayer 
regarding this very work, and the momentous interests 
involved in this case. It was in the strength of answers 
to prayer that he went to the painful duties that were 
incumbent on him. As the result, on all sides wonderful 
testimony has been borne to the candour, good feeling, and 
christian propriety which he displayed oa all occasions, 
when just such qualities were most called for. This is 
the more remarkable when we take his natural keenness 
into account, and remember how very acutely his feelings 
were touched by the facts of this case. For this, many 
t^timonies might be cited, but we prefer to quote only 
that given by the Eev. Mr. Laidlav, of Aberdeen, 
in the first meeting of Presbytery after his death, as 
reported in the newspaper ; and one reason for selecting 
this is the fact that, in the procedure of the Presbytery 
in the case of Professor Smith, their views of duty 
had differed on many occasions. Mr, Laidlaw said :- — 
" The brother whose loss we deplore, and with whose 
family we so deeply sympathize to-day, was one whom we 
all respected most highly. In the case in which we have 
been so recently engaged in this Presbytery, I am sure 
I will express the mind of the brethren when I say, 
that his action was marked with the utmost earnestness 
and purity of motive — that it was characterised by entire 
freedom from personality and bitterness, and that it was 
always marked in his conduct of the matters in which 
we differed, by a fairness and moderation from his point 
of view, which added greatly to the earnestness and 
propriety with which the discussions were conducted. 
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But besides that, I wish to take this opportunity of 
expressing, in my own name, and in the name of those 
acting with me, our admiration of his spirituality of 
tone, his diligence and earnestness, the consistent and 
thoroughly conscientious manner in which he discharged 
aU the duties that were laid to his h£uid. I could not 
forbear paying this tribute to the memory of our 
departed brother." 

The effect of this protracted anxious time on Mr. 
Gardiner was varied "With his constitution previously 
affected to some extent by severe illness, and his only 
change having been a week's sojourn at Braemar, there 
is a probability that it had a tendency to make him less 
able to resist the trouble with which he was soon after 
seized. But we are thankful we can speak very confi- 
dently as to the effect which it had upon his spiritual 
condition. As we have seen he was working very con- 
scientiously for the Lord, and it would be entirely unlike 
Him had He not blessed him in doing so. He had great 
reward in the assurance that his labour was accepted. 
The whole matter drew him very near to the Lord in 
communion. His letters and sayings all testify to that. 
We doubt not there was a connection between the faith- 
ful labours of the past and the trials accompanying them, 
and the very remarkable death-bed experience we have 
yet to depict, and which was so close at hand. The 
Lord knows best how to bring Ijis own to a due 
preparation for their heavenly home. Li his case we 
can see how the remarkable softening and chastening of 
his spirit, by the discipline through which he passed. 
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prepared him for the holy service and enjoyment of 
heaven — ^how the troubles of earth tended to make him 
80 willing to depart, and how the higher sense of the 
Saviour's glory made His actual presence so very attrac- 
tive and desirable. Thus we see how the Lord led him, 
like Israel of old, altogether by the right way, that he 
too might go to a city of habitation. 
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happy retribution ! 

Short toil, eternal rest ; 
For mortals and for sinners, 

A mansion with the West" — 



Chapter V. 
CLOSING DAYS. 



** With holy joy I lift mine eyes, 
For Thy dear presence yearning ; 
To Thee mine eager heart doth rise 
With love's sweet rapture burning. 

that my mind a depth could be, 
that my soul were one wide sea, 
To hold Thee as my treasure ! " 

In September, 1877, Mr. Gardiner's circumstances in 
Old Aberdeen were happier than they had ever been. 
The Free Church property had been cleared of all its 
debts, the Church had been to a large extent renovated, 
the Manse had been made thoroughly comfortable. 
His family were all in the enjoyment of good liealth. 
His eldest son was at home to cheer and help him. 
The congregation was united and happy. Everything 
seemed bright and hopeful in prospect of the winter's 
work, concerning which he was forming many plans. 
His eldest son tells of a happy walk he had 
with his father — ^the last he took — on a lovely after- 
noon. They went round by the Cathedral to the 
Bridge of Don, passing the Churchyard, and close to the 
very spot where so soon we were so sadly to lay him. 
There was a chastened and yet happy composure over 
him as they freely talked together. There is a place 
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from which one looks over the Don and the New Bridge 
to the sea and the lighthouse beyond, whilst away to 
the right the, crown of the College comes into view. He 
said, " look, hdw lovely," and after a thoughtful pause 
he added, " I think my cup would be very full if I 
could just see men pressing into the kingdom — ^that's 
the tiling,^* When they came to the New Bridge he 
stood and gazed long doWn the river, and out to the 
placid sea into which it faUs. It was' the last time he 
was there. His own journey was almost over. As the 
river was flowing into the ocean, so was his life 
soon to pass into the eternal world. But it was along 
the blessed course of the water of life he had for many 
a year been walking, "the streams whereof make 
glad the City of God". And though he was near 
that shadowed valley which divides the heavenly land 
from ours, and through which he was soon to walk, yet 
the river of life flows all through that vaUey to 
sustain and bless the believer, till he comes to the 
Jieavenly land where the Lamb still leads His redeemed 
to the living fountains of waters. 

In the last week of September scarlet fever broke out 
in the Old Town. In the Free Church Manse, in a very 
few days, the six children and a trusted servant were all 
laid down. On gabbath the 30th September, Mr. 
Gardiner preached in the morning on Hebrews xii. €ind 
2nd, and in the evening on Hebrews ix. and 22nd; when 
he delivered this last message to his people, the hand of 
the Lord was already on him : as the last entry in his 
diary tells, "feeling somewhat burdened". On the 
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following day, though feeling ill, he attended a meeting 
of the Presbyterial Committee on Professor Smith's case, 
which was the last work he performed. He returned 
much worse, and lay down smitten by the same fever 
from which already seven members of his family were 
suffering. 

During the first stage of Mr. Gardiner's iUness there 
is little to record, as absolute quiet was kept, in 
the hope of inducing sleep. There was no danger 
apprehended till the Saturday evening, when the fever 
suddenly assumed a very alarming aspect. His mind 
was as yet quite clear, and he felt there was danger, and 
it might be death at hand. While waiting the result of 
a medical consultation, he said to those who were 
around him : — " Well 1 dear friends, I feel very un- 
well, and in case I may not after this be able to speak, 
I wish to tell you that I have done what I have urged 
my dear people to do ; I have built on the foundation 
Christ Jesus, and I am safe for eternity, and can never 
perish. I wish my office-bearers to know this. My 
heart's desire for them is that they may all be doing 
some work for Christ." 

He rallied in some measure during the night, and on 
the next day, which was the Communion Sabbath, he 
expressed an earnest wish to be told about the 
services in the Church, and was glad to learn ihat 
his people had been praying for him. On Monday 
and Tuesday he continued somewhat better, and even 
asked to be told something of the outside world* 
Little was said to him as sleep was reckoned so 
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very desirable. On Wednesday the fever took firmer 
hold on his frame, he became very restless and his mind 
began to wander. It was very affecting to watch the 
direction in which his thoughts ran all through the 
delirium. The same subjects that had engaged his 
interest and prayers previously, and the same spirit of 
devotion to the interests of God's Word showed itself in 
all he said. No names of persons were heard, but often 
the words, " God's truth, " " the pure Word of God," 
"the Word of the Living God". He often engaged 
in prayer and spoke as if in public. His congre- 
gation was much on his mind, often addressing them 
or praying with them. 

The hopes that had been raised were now dispelled by 
an increase of fever. If his mind was ever again to be 
clear sleep was a necessity, and so an opiate was given on 
Thursday night, under the influence of which he slept 
for about six hours. On Friday morning he awoke to 
complete consciousness and freedom from pain. Those 
who were by his bed will not forget the heavenly ex- 
pression that passed over his countenance, as the mind 
recovered its power. "No one needed to tell him the end 
was near, for the Master had called him and he knew it 
From that moment, to use the language of Bunyan, " he 
now entered the country of Beulah, whose air was very 
sweet and pleasant, and where he was within sight of 
the city he was going to". He had received the message, 
'* The Master calleth for thee, and expecteth that thou 
should'st stand in His presence in clothes of immor* 

tality". His own words, not long before spoken to his 

7 
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people, had now for himself a personal application: — 
" Heaven is near, it is to be our home. When one's 
face is steadfastly set heavenward, he catches more and 
more its rays. He is already shining in its light. The 
work of grace within him is fast consummating into 
glory, and he is getting ready for the presence of the 
King." 

Mrs. Gardiner went forward to her husband's side, 
and in a quiet affectionate way he said, " How are you, 
darling 1 I am so glad to know you alL" He then 
engaged most fervently in prayer, remembering his 
office-bearers, that they might be filled with the Spirit, 
and that with such pathos that all in the room were 
moved to tears. Mrs. Gardiner mentioned the children 
to him, and he said, " some of them I know are already 
in Christ, and the others, if they are not yet, will soon, 
be. We shall aU be bound up in the bundle of life". 
In a little while a dear member of his family came into 
the room, to whom he said, " Well 1 Grannie, Grod bless 
you ; this is all from a loving Father's hand." Di; 
Gordon then recommended that the children should be 
brought down to see him. They were not prepared for 
such a sudden parting, as, hearing he had slept, they 
thought it a good sign, and were praying and hoping bis 
precious life would be spared. 

What followed was indescribably affecting, and the 
memory of it can never be efiaced from the minds of 
those who witnessed it. Whilst he was the loving hns^ 
band and father we have before described, of which 
Frank expressively says, '' He daily lavished his kindr 
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ness upon us ; our joys were his, our sorrows his, and 
the least illness and the shortest parting seemed greatly 
to trouble him. He was everything to us that a father 
could be — many a tear has he shed over us and with us." 
But he shed no tear at the parting now. He bade his 
children farewell with more calmness and cheerfulness 
than he had ever done before. To them the minutes of 
this interview were those of never-to-be-forgotten agony, 
but to him of calmness and peace. This was because 
Christ Himself was filling his whole soul, so that his 
nearest and dearest had to stand aside, for the presence 
of the Lord was so absorbing. His six children were 
brought, some of them carried from their sick beds into 
his room. All present were in tears but himself. Surely 
God had already begun to " wipe away all tears from 
his eyes". He was breathing heavily, but he smiled 
kindly upon each as they came in, and kissed them 
tenderly, addressing to each a few words of loving 
council and cheerful farewelL Thus when his heavenly 
Father said, "Leave thy fatherless children to me," 
he did it with unquestioning confidence. La the 
course of the day he said to their mother, " I have no 
fear for the children ; none whatever ". The servants 
and a few of the members of the congregation saw him, 
of whom also he took an affectionate farewell. 

He then asked to be left alone with his wife. What 
passed between them during this last solemn conversa> 
tion cannot be detailed here^. It is too sacred ; but we 
mention one or two things to magnify the loving kipd- 
ness and tender mercy of the Lord to his departing 
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servant. His mind was quite clear and acute. He 
spoke of some business matters, and of the circumstances 
and prospects of the dear ones he was leaving. The 
anxiety about these things which, in days of health, had 
often burdened him, was now entirely gone, and he 
spoke even cheerfully of the future. When Mrs. 
Gardiner remarked how solitary life would be without 
him, he said, " Well, for the first time it seems as if I 
could scarcely sympathise with you. You are losing 
only me, and I — "he paused and looked up with an 
expression of holy joy as he added, " I am gaining 
Christ." After a little he said tenderly, " What God 
takes he always repays " ; and then twice he repeated 
the verse, " My God shall supply all your need accord- 
ing to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus ". 

Of immediate arrangements he only spoke of Dr. 
Thomas Smith and the Writer of this Memorial 
addressing his people after his funeral. 

On Friday and the most of Saturday he was able 
to converse more or less freely, and many of his sayings, 
from the remembrances of those who heard him, espe- 
cially those of a sister who was with him, we are able 
to record. During the whole of this time he was per- 
fectly bright and happy. More than once he said, " I 
know nothing of the bitterness of death ". The only 
time his voice choked and a tear started was when he 
uttered with great feeling the words — " the imfathom- 
able love of Christ ". One said to him, " You are in 
the valley now : is it dark 1 " He replied, with a sweet 
smile, ** How could it be dark when Jesus is here 1 " 
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When friends tried to repeat the verse to him, 
"Though I walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no evil," and could not for 
their emotions, he raised his voice to a wonderful 
pitch, and with intense feeling exclaimed, "Thy rod 
and thy staff they do comfort me". We have said 
previously in these memorials that he lived for years 
absolutely without the smallest fear of death, and the 
actual event showed the truth of this. And one 
reason doubtless why the Lord kept His servant linger- 
ing consciously these two days in the valley was to 
prove this, and to encourage others to follow, and to 
reveal how true the saying was, to use his own words 
not long before, " Jesus Himself takes entire charge of 
His people as they pass through the valley of death," 
and how easy and even pleasant He can make it be for 
them. 

In the course of Friday, Frank, able to be only occa- 
sionally in the room owing to his own illness from 
which he was recovering, thinking his father might have 
some directions for him, asked him if he had. He 
answered quite composedly, in his ordinary tone, and 
this was the only allusion made by him to Church Courts, 
"Yes! Frank, if anything occurs to me I will. But you 
see all this has come so suddenly, that I have not had 
time to think of anything. A fortnight ago, when I was 
taken ill, I had no idea that the end of life was come, 
but now that it is so, I would just like to say that I 
have never had a fear or a tremour all the way through. 
JTou see I am just a poor sinner, but I have the blood of 



102 

Christ — that's the thing. Some people have been think- 
ing me a man of ill-feeling in my public appearances 
lately, but I just went on in my own quiet way, trying to 
do my duty for the honour of the Word — " Here he was 
gently stopped and asked not to talk of that owing to the 
danger of his exciting himself by it, so he at once said — 
" Oh I very well I will keep quiet if you wish me to." 
Afterwards, when his mind was clouded, he was heard 
to say — " The great thing is to forgive imgrudgingly." 

One thing remarkable was that during those two days 
he spoke very little of dear brethren and relatives with 
whom he had had in later years happy intercourse, but 
his mind went back to the fathers and brethren with 
whom he had been so familiar in the early years of his 
work, and with whom he had laboured in Calcutta. He 
spoke of his dear friend Dr. Ewart, who had preceded 
him to the heavenly land, of Dr. Duff, for whom he con- 
tinued to have much admiration and affection, and of Dr. 
Smith, the intimate friend and brother of many years. 
But he spoke comparatively little of any one on earth, 
but much of Christ. He was reminded of his sisters, 
especially the eldest, for whom he had had an affection 
greatly intensified in his later years, but the only message 
he sent her, and which he desired for them all, speaking 
with great affection in his voice, was — "Tell Dear 

M , she has everything to hope for in Christ ." 

When Mr. Masson, a brother minister for whom he had 
much regard, called, and asked if he had any word for 
him, he said, " Having such a Saviour how should you 
live for Him ". 
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His whole soul was filled with Christ. He did not 
speak much of pardon or peace, or even of heaven, 
but much of his Lord and Saviour. This was the 
foretaste of heaven. He had said to his people shortly 
before : — " It is natural we should be often wondering 
what our surroundings in the heavenly glory shall be, 
and what shall be our occupations. But we do not 
know of these clearly, except this, that Christ Himself, 
in the main, will be the Believer's heaven. Our lives 
are bound up with Him, and so, if we are asked, what 
is to be your heaven, your eternity 1 "We answer, just 
Christ." Already as he lay on his bed of death, his 
present possession of Christ was heaven enough to 
satisfy his souL Under this blessed experience many of 
his sayings were Payson-like in their richness and 
sweetness. "We give some examples. His greatest 
physical trouble was a raging thirst which needed con- 
stantly to be alleviated. When some one said to him, 
" It is only bodily thirst that troubles you," and gave 
him the words, " The Lamb which is in the midst of the 
throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living 
fountains of water," he replied, " Oh, yes ! even now 
here on earth. He gives my soul to drink deep of these 
sweet streams." When these favourite hues of Psalm 
cxliii. were being repeated to him, " My hands to Thee 
I stretch ; my soul thirsts as dry land for Thee," he 
broke in with, " No ! no ! I have Him now^ Mre ! " 
Alluding to the suddenness of his call in the very midst 
of his work, he smiled as he said, " Some soldiers must 
die on the battlefield, you know ". His prayers often 
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were very striking, as once, with folded hands, he said, 
" We bow before Thy majesty, Lord. We adore Thy 
love and Thy wisdom, but we bow before Thy majesty." 
He was always happy to be spoken to, and to answer ; 
but once he said — " I am very glad to have you all about 
me, speaking to me ; but I would like sometimes to be 
left alone with Jesus ". 

On the Friday he expressed a strong wish to see his 
friend. Dr. Smith of Edinburgh, and asked Dr. Gordon 
to feel his pulse, and tell him if he thought it possible 
he could survive till he came, if he were telegraphed 
for. The doctor thought he might, and Dr. Smith 
most kindly responded by at once taking the earliest 
train for Aberdeen. He arrived at the manse about 
five o'clock on Saturday morning. Mr. Gardiner had 
sunk much before this, but Dr. Smith's coming seemed" 
to rally him a little. When he went into the room he 
said, " Oh ! there's that dear voice ". This was heard 
with a pang by his friends, as it showed them that now 
sight had failed him, and this was the first intimation 
they had of it. It was strange that he never alluded 
to this additional trouble. Was it because already there 
was no night for him, and he needed no candle nor 
light of the sun, for the Lord God was his light 1 The 
two friends opened their hearts one to another once 
again in most loving intercourse. If he wished, when 
he thought of seeing Dr. Smith, to say anything to him 
about his family, it was now all forgotten, for not a word 
about any worldly thing, or of any proposed an*ange- 
ments did he speak. His whole soul was full of Christ. 
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One of his first sayings to him was, " Smith, this is 
Heaven '\ " I do not think I can gain much by going 
to Heaven." And when his friend said that he knew 
little as yet of all that was before him there, he said : 
— " Oh ! no that cannot be. No created nature could 
sustain greater joy than I am experiencing now. I 
always knew that my Lord was good, but never the 
half of what I know now." This was the last of 
loving controversies, of which Dr. Smith has well 
said, the decision may be left till they meet again. His 
friend said, "You wiU soon see dear Ewart again". 
" Yes," he said, " with what a thrill of joy shall we 
meet in the new life." And it was then he said also, 
" I shall soon see my Mother again ; we used to have 
sweet fellowship on earth ". 

'Mi. Gardiner continued to say many memorable 
things on the Saturday, but he was much weaker and 
more restless. He seemed much exhausted and sinking 
into unconsciousness, when his eldest son coming into 
the room, he leant over him and asked him if he had 
any word for him. He says : — " What a thrill went 
through me, as I saw the look of deep affection that 
came over his face, as the dear eyes glowed with un- 
speakable tenderness, and he said ; — " My beloved 
Frank ! abide in Christ — abide in Him ! " The old 
advice so often spoken when present, and of so many 
letters when absent, was also this last counsel his loving 
father gave to him. 

On the Saturday he wandered much, but it must have 
been interesting to observe how even then it was the 
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one great theme alone of which he spoka He some- 
times seemed to be preaching, and once was heard to say, 
'^ The great thing, dear friends, ia to have hold of Christ, 
and I know this because I have felt it in my soul, and 
this doctrine I have endeavoured to set forth to yon, 
because I believe it to be the Word of the living €rod". 

In the evening of Saturday he sank rapidly. Before he 
became quite unconscious, his solenm last words were 
heard, " Finish now, Lord, thy work ; " and then shortly 
after, " Fm coming now. Lord ! Fm coming **. This 
was about midnight. All the Sabbath morning he lay 
in an unconscious state. The bells rang, and the people 
passed to the church, but he heeded not, for his work 
was done. And thus about three o'clock in the after- 
noon, being the lith October, 1877, he left ns and 
went to be with his Lord. The day before, when 
wearied and tossed, he had said " Oh ! Eest — ^Rest !" 
and in a little, cheerfully, " I have God for my rest ". 
This he now found to be true in a way of blessedness 
past our comprehension. Of this glorious change for 
him we hear a voice from heaven saying, "Write, 
Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from hence- 
forth : Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from 
their labours ; and their works do follow them ." 

The funeral day was Wednesday, 18th October. The 
company was large. Ministerial friends of all the 
Churches in large numbers were present. Some were 
missed that day, for Mr. Gardiner's own five sons were 
not thera They were in the manse close by, but, 
though recovering from the fever, they were unable to 
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leave the house. This intensified the sorrowful feelings 
of many. The mourning on the part of the Congrega- 
tion and the townspeople generally, was deep. The 
Rev. Mr. Bannatyne, of Union Church, and the Rev. 
Dr. Anderson, of the Gymnasium, conducted impres- 
sive services in the Church. .We laid him in the Old 
Machar Cathedral Churchyard to rest till the day of 
resurrection. 

The funeral sermons were preached on the Sabbath 
following by Dr. Smith of Edinburgh, and Dr. Ander- 
son, who improved the solemn dispensation to the people, 
and spoke most lovingly of him who was gone. 

Of numerous tributes of affection and consolation in 
the shape of minutes and letters that have been re- 
ceived by Mr. Gardiner's family, we select for preserva- 
tion here only the letter of the venerable Dr. Duflf, 
which, in addition to its glowing words, has the in- 
terest attached to- it of being one of the very last letters 
he wrote. After the date of it he took very ill, and 
died on the 12th February 1878. 

Edinburgh, 22 Lauder Road, 
S6th October, 1877. 
My dear Mrs. Gardiner, 

" Had I been in ordinary health when the tidings 
of the departure of my much-esteemed friend and your 
beloved husband reached me, I would have written at 
once to express condolence on your account, and con- 
gratulation on his. But being in a very low, sunken, 
and depressed state at the time, I thought it better to 
delay a little. And even now, in the case of such a 
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heavenly-minded husband and father and pastor as he 
was, I only write to say how deeply, how intensely I 
sympathise with yourself and family under the sore 
bereavement with which it has pleased our gracious 
God and Father to visit you. 

'* Being confined to my room and seeing nobody, it 
was only two or three days before his departure that I 
incidentally heard of his illness, but never imagined 
that it was of so serious a nature as it proved to be. 
Therefore when the intelligence of his death reached 
me, it gave me a stunning shock. But soon afterwards 
Dr. Smith called, and told me of his remarkable inter- 
view with him, and how he seemed as if already wrapped 
up in the very glories of Heaven. 

" Praise — eternal praise be to our God for this ! Few, 
very few even of the most advanced of God*s people 
have been so signally favoured. And this to you, my 
dear Mrs. Gardiner, must now be a source of inefEable 
consolation, and to children and friends who can duly 
realise it, of unspeakable joy, even under a loss which 
here below is irreparable. 

" But at present I say no more. Commending you 
and yours therefore to the care and keeping of a good 
end gracious God, who condescends to call Himself the 
Husband of the widow, and the Father of the fatherless, 
I remain, with much heartfelt sympathy, 

" Yours very sincerely, 

" Alexander Duff." 

We close this Memorial with the hope that writer 
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and readers, especially the members of the congregation 
of our beloved brother, may follow him as he followed 
Christ Then shall it be with us as it was with him ; 
we shall dnd that " death is swallowed up in victory " ; 

for — 

" Throned in highest heaven above, 
Christ is with the Father dwelling ; 
And in rapturous songs of love, 
Seraphim His praise are telling. 

For flesh what honour peerless ! 

What height of splendour fair ! 
Now move we onward fearless, 

And leave behind each care. 

For He, our Brother, reigneth 

In glory evermore ; 
And gracious welcome deigneth, 

"When pilgiim days are o'er." 
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